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TOPIC: National Suicide Prevention Strategy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

❖ What is India’s National Suicide Prevention Strategy? 

• The strategy provides a framework for multiple 

stakeholders to implement activities for 

prevention of suicides in the country.  

• Vision - The overall vision is to “create a society, 

where people value their lives and are 

supported when they are in need”. 

• Goal - The goal of the strategy is to reduce 

suicide mortality in the country by 10 percent 

by 2023. 

• Objectives - There are four main objectives of 

the strategy: 

1) To establish effective surveillance 

mechanisms for suicide within next 3 years. 

2) To establish psychiatric outpatient 

departments that will provide suicide 

prevention services through the District 

Mental Health Programme in all districts 

within the next five years. 

3) To integrate a mental well-being curriculum in all educational institutions within the next eight years. 

4) To strengthen surveillance of suicide and further generation of evidence through evaluation, that will 

ensure improvement in the programme quality. 

• ‘REDS’ path for suicide prevention –  

➢ Reinforce leadership, partnerships and institutional capacity in the country 

➢ Enhance the capacity of health services to provide suicide prevention services 

➢ Develop community resilience and societal support for suicide prevention and reduce stigma 

associated with suicidal behaviors 

➢ Strengthen surveillance and evidence generation 

• Key stakeholders – The framework envisions five key stakeholders to implement and achieve the 

objectives. These include: 1) National Level Ministerial Stakeholders, 2) State Level Governmental 

Stakeholders, 3) District Level Governmental Stakeholders, 4) NIMHANS, Bangalore & 5) other apex mental 

health institutes and Strategic collaborators. 

• Focus on India specific issues - In addition to the question of stigma, the strategy is sensitive to India-

specific issues, including reducing easy access to means of suicide, for instance, pesticides. 

Issue in brief – The government has recently unveiled a national-level suicide prevention plan, the first 

of its kind.  

https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/health/explained-what-is-the-new-strategy-on-suicide-

prevention/article66187160.ece          

 

Where in Syllabus: 

GS 2: Government’s policies and interventions for development in various sectors   
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❖ Challenges  

• The prevailing stigma 

surrounding mental 

health issues and myths 

pertaining to suicide.  

• Human mind is more 

complex and it is 

difficult to know when 

and what makes a 

person vulnerable to 

take such actions. 

• Lack of audience, guilt 

and dilemma are major 

barriers to seeking help 

for suicidal thoughts, 

suicidal ideation. 

• Limited skilled 

resources in the field of 

mental health and 

suicide prevention. 

• Coordination and collaboration with multiple stakeholders with different priorities. 

❖ Indian scenario   

• India is among the countries with a high burden of Suicide. India’s contribution to global suicides 

increased from 25.3% in 1990 to 36.6% in 2016 among women, and from 18.7% to 24.3% among men. 

• NCRB report - According to the annual report of the National Crime Records Bureau, released in August, 

1.64 lakh people died by suicide in 2021, an increase of 7.2 percent from 2020. This is 10 percent higher 

than the COVID deaths (1.48 lakh) in India in 2020, and 6.8 times the maternal deaths (23,800) in the 

same year.  

➢ The NCRB report also stated that more than 1,00,000 people die by suicide in the country every year. 

A total of 25,891 suicides were reported in the 53 megacities of the country during 2021, with the 

highest in Delhi. 

• Recent trend - In the past three years, the suicide rate in the country has increased from 10.2 to 11.3 per 

1,00,000 population. Most suicides in India are by youth and middle-aged adults with 65 percent of the 

suicides in 2020 being reported in the age group of 18-45 years. 

❖ Government’s initiatives for suicide prevention  

• National Mental Health Policy 2014 - It identifies prevention of mental disorders, reduction of suicide and 

attempted suicide as core priority areas. 

• Mental Healthcare Act 2017 - The Act effectively decriminalised attempted suicide, which was punishable 

under Section 309 of the Indian Penal Code. It ensured that the individuals who have attempted suicide are 

offered opportunities for rehabilitation from the government as opposed to being tried or punished. 

• Kiran helpline - The Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment has launched a 24/7 toll-free helpline 

“KIRAN” to provide support to people facing anxiety, stress, depression, suicidal thoughts and other mental 

health concerns. 
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• Manodarpan Initiative - It is an initiative of the Ministry of Education under Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan. It 

is aimed to provide psychosocial support to students, family members and teachers for their mental health 

and well-being during the times of Covid-19. 

• Several national programmes such as the National Mental Health Program, National Palliative Care 

Program, Ayushman Bharat and Nasha Mukti Abhiyaan Task Force are also in place. 

❖ Conclusion 

• In line with the WHO’s South East-Asia Region Strategy for suicide prevention, the national policy not only 

aims to create awareness and relief measures but also includes guidelines to ensure responsible media 

reporting of suicides as well as restricting access to means of suicide. 

• Further efforts are now required to prevent suicides as a public health priority. Suicides impact all sections of 

the society and thus require concerted and collaborative efforts from individuals and the community at large. 

• Strong political will to put out a strategy to prevent suicides must be matched with actual, determined ground-

level implementation. Co-opting the various State governments in this massive venture will be essential to 

ensure success in lowering the suicide rate in the country.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Practice Questions 

Prelims: 

Q. Consider the following statements: 

1. In India, farmers were the largest profession-wise group among suicide victims in 2021 

2. Bihar accounts for the lowest suicide rate among all States/UTs in India 

3. Recently launched national suicide prevention strategy is first ever such plan laid out by 

India 

     Which of the above statements is/are correct: 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 2 and 3 only 

c) 1 and 3 only  

d) All of the above  

 

Answer: b) 
 

Mains: (Level-Moderate) 

Q. Suicide must be considered as a public health emergency, given the number of people dying from 
suicides every year. Evaluate. Also enumerate various steps taken by government in this 
direction.                                                                                                                     [10 marks, 150 words] 

 
                                                                                                                 

 

Basic terms/related concepts and facts: 

• National Crime Records Bureau - NCRB, headquartered in New Delhi, was set-up in 1986 under the 

Ministry of Home Affairs to function as a repository of information on crime and criminals so as to assist 

the investigators in linking crime to the perpetrators. 

• It was set up based on the recommendations of the National Police Commission (1977-1981) and the 

MHA’s Task Force (1985). 

• NCRB brings out the annual comprehensive statistics of crime across the country (‘Crime in India’ 

report). 
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TOPIC: Appointment of Judges – Collegium System 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

❖ Why in news?  

• Recently, the Union minister of Law and Justice 

criticized the Supreme Court Collegium 

system, saying that judges only recommend 

the appointment or elevation of those they 

know and not always the fittest person for the 

job.  

• The Vice-President too joined the debate and 

criticized the collegium system, saying that it 

should be replaced with the NJAC. 

• On the other hand, a Supreme Court Bench, 

hearing a contempt petition against the 

Government for not approving names 

reiterated by the Collegium, has wondered 

whether the Government is not acting on the files because the Court did not permit the implementation 

of the National Judicial Appointments Commission. 

 

 

❖ What are the Constitutional provisions regarding judicial appointment? 

• Article 124: Establishment and constitution of Supreme Court says: 

➢ There shall be a Supreme Court of India consisting of a Chief Justice of India and, until Parliament by 

law prescribes a larger number, of not more than seven other Judges. 

➢ Every Judge of the Supreme Court shall be appointed by the President by warrant under his/her hand 

and seal after consultation with such of the Judges of the Supreme Court and of the High Court in the 

States as President may deem necessary for the purpose and shall hold office until he attains the age 

of 65 years. 

➢ In judicial appointments, it is obligatory for the President to take into account the opinion of the Chief 

Justice of India. This opinion is binding on the President. 

• Article 217 deals with the appointment of High Court judges. It says a judge should be appointed by the 

President after consultation with the CJI and the Governor of the state. The Chief Justice of the High Court 

concerned too should be consulted. 

 

 

Issue in brief – The debate on collegium system for the appointment of judges has 
resurfaced. 
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/unseemly-conflict-the-hindu-editorial-on-

supreme-court-government-tussle-over-the-collegium-system/article66204461.ece 

 

Where in Syllabus: 

GS 2: Structure, organization and functioning of the Executive and the Judiciary 
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❖ What is the Collegium system? 

• It is the system of appointment and transfer of judges that has evolved through judgments of the SC, 

and not by an Act of Parliament or by a provision of the Constitution. The SC collegium is headed by the 

CJI (Chief Justice of India) and comprises four other senior most judges of the court. 

• A High Court collegium is led by the incumbent Chief Justice and two other senior most judges of that 

court. 

• Judges of the higher judiciary are appointed only through the collegium system and the government has 

a role only after names have been decided by the collegium. 

• Evolution of the System: 

➢ First Judges Case (1981): When faced with the question whether the word “consultation” in the 

constitutional article 124 mean “concurrence”; the Supreme court overruled this and denied saying 

that Consultation does not mean concurrence. The President was not bound to make a decision based 

on the consultation of the Supreme Court. The ruling gave the Executive primacy over the Judiciary 

in judicial appointments for the next 12 years. 

➢ Second Judges Case (1993): In this case, the Supreme Court overruled its earlier verdict and 

changed the meaning of consultation to concurrence. Thus, binding the President of India with the 

consultations of the Chief justice of India. This resulted in the birth of the Collegium System. 

➢ Third Judges Case (1998): SC on the President's reference (Article 143) expanded the Collegium to 

a five-member body, comprising the CJI and four of his senior-most colleagues. In the verdict, the 

Supreme Court laid down strict guidelines for the appointment of Judges of the Supreme Court and 

high courts which is currently known as the Collegium System.  

➢ Fourth Judges Case (2015): In the Fourth Judges Case, 2015, the SC upheld the primacy of the 

collegium by striking 

down the NJAC law. In 

2014, Parliament by 

unanimity backed by 

State legislatures 

enacted the National 

Judicial Appointments 

Commission (NJAC).  

• It comprised three 

judges, the Law 

Minister and two 

eminent persons 

to handle the task 

of appointing 

judges. The court’s 

rationale was that 

the NJAC law 

offered politicians 

equal power in 

judicial appointments to constitutional courts which is against the provision of “separation of 

power” under the Basic Structure of the constitution. 

 
 

5
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❖ Why is the Collegium system criticized? 

• Unconstitutional: ‘Collegium’ is nowhere mentioned in the Constitution and has been evolved by the 

judiciary itself for retaining the power to select judges by itself. 

• Undemocratic: Selection of judges by collegium is undemocratic since judges are not elected by the 

people and are not accountable to the people or to anyone else. 

• Non-transparency: No official procedure for selection, lack of a written manual for functioning, selective 

publication of records of meetings, no eligibility criteria of judges, etc. bring opacity in collegium’s 

functioning. 

• Promotes nepotism: Sons and nephews of previous judges or senior lawyers tend to be popular choices 

for judicial roles. Thus, it encourages mediocrity in the judiciary by excluding talented ones. 

• Inefficient: Collegium has not been able to prevent the increasing cases of vacancies of judges and cases 

in courts (more than 4 crore cases are pending). There is also no time deadline leading to unnecessary 

delays in appointments. 

• Lack of representation: The other area of concern is the composition of the higher judiciary, women 

with 12% are fairly underrepresented in the higher judiciary. 

• Ignores SC’s own guidelines: The recent supersession in appointment is inconsistent with the view of 

the Supreme Court in the Second Judge’s case, 1993, where it laid that: 

➢ Seniority amongst Judges in their High Courts and on an all-India basis is significant and should be 

given due consideration while making appointments from amongst High Court Judges to the Supreme 

Court. 

➢ Unless there is any strong reason to justify a departure, that order of seniority must be maintained 

between them while making their appointment to the Supreme Court. 

• Against established conventions: The convention of ‘seniority’ has long been held as the procedure for 

appointments but ‘supersession’ ignores and abdicates this convention, creating space for subjectivity 

and individual bias in appointments. 

• No reforms were made after the Fourth Judges’ case: After striking down the NJAC, the court did 

nothing to amend the NJAC Act or add safeguards to it that would have made it constitutionally valid. 

Instead, the court reverted to the old Collegium-based appointments mechanism. 

 

 

❖ What is the way forward?  

• Filling up of vacancies is a continuous and collaborative process involving the executive and the judiciary, 

and there cannot be a time frame for it. However, it is time to think of a permanent, independent body 

to institutionalize the process with adequate safeguards to preserve the judiciary’s independence 

guaranteeing judicial primacy but not judicial exclusivity. 

• It should ensure independence, reflect diversity, demonstrate professional competence and integrity. 

• A written manual should be released by the Supreme Court which should be followed during 

appointments and records of all meetings should be in the public domain in order to ensure transparency 

and a rule-based process. 

• Apart from reforming the collegium system, the quality of judges can also be improved through the 

implementation of All India Judicial Services (AIJS). 

• The judiciary should begin or agree to a process of reforms in the way the Collegium functions, especially 

with regard to expanding the range of consultation and widen the zone of consideration so that the 

superior judiciary, and those it consults, are more diverse and representative of all sections. 

6
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• It is also not beyond the realm of possibility for the Government to bring about a new constitutional 

mechanism to make appointments without undermining judicial authority. 

• The status of a proposed new memorandum of procedure, to infuse greater accountability, should be 

passed in an expedited way. 

• Adherence to timeline can be a way for the Government to clear pending recommendations with due 

despatch. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Practice questions 
Prelims: 

Q. The discarded 99th Constitutional Amendment Act pertained to which of the following issue?  

a) Reservation extended to the economically weaker section. 

b) Provisions related to the cooperatives 

c) Establishing NJAC to replace the collegium system 

d) None of the above 

Answer: c 

 

Mains: (Level-Moderate) 

Q. Despite multiple judgements by the Supreme Court on judges’ appointment, the process is still not free 

from flaws. Elaborate. (10 marks, 150 words) 

 

Basic terms/related concepts and facts: 

• Vice President: Article 41of the Constitution provides that the vice president of India is the deputy 

to the head of state of the Republic of India, i.e., the President of India. The office of vice president is the 

second-highest constitutional office after the president and ranks second in the order of precedence 

and first in the line of succession to the presidency. 

• Seniority Convention: The senior-most Judge of the Supreme Court is appointed as the Chief Justice 

of India. An unwritten convention, this practice is known in legal, academic and judicial parlance as 

the ‘seniority principle’. This convention has been justified to safeguard the judiciary’s independence 

from political interference. 

• All India Judicial Services: All India Judicial Service is a proposed judicial service in India. The 

proposal for an All India Judicial Service was first suggested in the Chief Justices' Conference in 1961 as 

a way to remove any scope for judicial or executive intervention in the appointments to the judiciary in 

the High Courts and the Supreme Court in India. 

7

http://www.dashovidya.in/


                         DashoVidya IAS–Syllabus Affairs  

                                                     Polity & Constitution (December, 2022)                

www.dashovidya.in, Email: dashovidya.upsc@gmail.com, Telegram: DashoVidyaIAS, Contact: 8595852855                      1 

TOPIC: Religious Conversion in India 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

❖ Why in news?  

• Stating that forced conversion is against 

the Constitution, the Supreme Court has 

asked the Centre to file a detailed affidavit 

after collecting information from the state 

governments on anti-conversion laws. 

• Recently, the Supreme Court had asked the 

Centre to step in and make very serious and 

sincere efforts to tackle the issue of Forced 

Religious Conversion.  

• Supreme Court also warned a "very difficult 

situation" will emerge if forced religious 

conversions are not stopped.  

❖ Supreme Court's views on religious conversions  

• In the 1977 ruling in the Rev Stanislaus versus State of Madhya Pradesh case, the Supreme Court had 

said: “It has to be remembered that Article 25(1) guarantees ‘freedom of conscience’ to every citizen, and 

not merely to the followers of one particular religion and that, in turn, postulates that there is no 

fundamental right to convert another person to one’s own religion”. 

• In 2021, a three-judge bench had opined that religious conversion law would be violative of the constitution 

as the constitution allows joining of any religion of choice and that’s why the word “propagate” in the 

Constitution. 

• Impact on national security - In November 2022, apex court said that “Issue with respect to the alleged 

conversion of religion is a very serious issue which may ultimately affect the security of the nation”.  

• Violation of Fundamental rights - This also infringes on citizens’ right to ‘freely profess, practice and 

propagate religion’ under Article 25 of the Constitution. 

• On charity - The Court recently said that “While every charity or good work is welcome, the purpose of 

charity should not be conversion. Belief is fine but belief by allurement is a very dangerous thing. It is a 

very serious issue and is against the basic structure of our Constitution”.  

❖ Provisions related to Religious Conversion 
• Constitutional right - It must be noted that in India, Religious Conversion is not prohibited in law & 

every person accordingly has a right to choose and profess any religion of his/her choice. It is a 

Constitutional right. 

Issue in brief – The Supreme Court of India recently underlined that forced religious conversion is a 

“serious issue”.   

https://indianexpress.com/article/india/purpose-charity-not-conversion-supreme-court-on-forced-

religious-conversion-8307089/     

        

Where in Syllabus: 

GS 2: Constitution of India – Significant provisions and basic structure  
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• Article 25 - The Indian Constitution under Article 25 guarantees the freedom to profess, propagate, and 

practice religion, and allows all religious sections to manage their own affairs in matters of religion, 

subject to public order, morality, and health. 

• Restrictions - However, no person shall force their religious beliefs and consequently, no person should 

be forced to practice any religion against their wishes. The right to freedom of religion does not include 

the right to convert an individual through fraud, deception, coercion, allurement or other such means. 

• International obligations - International human rights instruments like Universal Declaration of 

Human Rights and International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, to which India is a party, 

specifically include the right to conversion within the freedom of religion.  

❖ Anti-conversion laws in India  

• Pre-independence laws - Anti-conversion laws had been there in several Hindu princely states even 

prior to independence, such as Raigarh, Bikaner, Kota, Jodhpur, Surguja, Patna, Udaipur and Kalahandi.  

• Existing Laws - There has been no central legislation restricting or regulating religious conversions. In 

2015, the Union Law Ministry stated that Parliament does not have the legislative competence to pass 

anti-conversion legislation. 

• Laws by states - Nine states over the course of years have passed enactments seeking to curb forced 

religious conversion. Odisha, Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat, Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, Uttarakhand, Uttar 

Pradesh, Karnataka & Haryana are the states which already have legislation in place on conversion.  

❖ Associated issues   

• Violation of Fundamental rights - Fraudulent religious conversion by “intimidation, threatening, 

deceivingly luring through gifts and monetary benefits” offends Articles 14, 21, 25 of the Constitution. 

Forced conversion interferes with a citizen’s freedom of conscience. 

• Laws based on prejudices - Anti-conversion laws are framed on the dated premise that women, SCs and 

STs need protection, cannot take vital decisions on their own. They perpetuate social hierarchies of a 

casteist and patriarchal society. 

• Low conviction rates - In January 2021, Madhya Pradesh came up with a stringent ordinance and within 

the first 23 days, as many as 23 cases were filed alleging forced conversions. None of them have resulted 

in conviction. There has been just one conviction by the lower court out of 16 cases under the UP law. 

• Prior permission - Anti-conversion laws provide for the prior permission of public authorities for 

conversion which is a private act with which the state should have no concern. 

• Lack of required data - Absence of data means that answers to two simple questions - how many people 

are being forcibly converted and how is forcible conversion affecting the size of religious groups - remain 

elusive. 

❖ Conclusion  

• One of India’s essential rights is the right to practice one’s religion freely. India is a secular nation and 

each Indian Citizen is thus free to practice and spread his faith peacefully. This indicates that changing 

one’s religion due to personal conviction, marriage, or divorce is acceptable in India so long as the 

decision is made voluntarily and without the use of pressure or force. 

• Addressing cases of incentivised conversion would require a holistic approach. The solution lies in 

addressing the root issues: ending discrimination, providing high quality and free education to the poor 

and disenfranchised, improving access and quality of free health facilities and medicines, improving 

nourishment and providing adequate employment opportunities to all. 
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Practice Questions 

Prelims: 

Q. Consider the following statements: 

1. Constitution of India recognises individuals’ right to forsake their religion by birth and 

embrace another faith as Fundamental Right. 

2. There is no central legislation restricting or regulating religious conversions in India. 

 

     Which of the above statements is/are correct: 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2  

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Answer: c) 
 

Mains: (Level-Moderate) 

Q. Legislative enactments against forced religious conversion are necessary to protect vulnerable 

sections of society. Critically analyse.                                                               [10 marks, 150 words] 

 
                                                                                                                 

 

Basic terms/related concepts and facts: 

• Right to Freedom of Religion in India - Part III of the Indian Constitution guarantees various 

fundamental rights. Article 25- 28 provides for the right to freedom of religion. 

• Article 25 - All persons are equally entitled to freedom of conscience and the right freely to profess, 

practice and propagate religion.  

• Article 26 - Every religious denomination or any section shall have the right to freedom to run or 

manage religious affairs.  

• Article 27 - No person shall be compelled by the state to pay any taxes, the proceeds of which are 

specifically appropriated in payment of expenses for the promotion or maintenance of particular 

religion or religious denominations. 

• Article 28 - No religious instruction shall be imparted in the state-funded educational institutions. 

• Reasonable restrictions - Articles 25 and 26 are not absolute but are subject to certain limitations 

to maintain public order, morality, health and peace in the country. For example, no one can practice 

sati in the name of freedom of religion. 
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TOPIC: Multi-State Co-operative Societies (Amendment) Bill, 2022 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

❖ Why in news?  

• The Multi-State Cooperative Societies 

(Amendment) Bill, 2022, was introduced by 

Minister of State (MoS) for Cooperation B.L. 

Verma.  

• Opposition parliamentarians alleged that the 

Bill’s provisions encroached upon the rights of 

State governments, demanding that it be referred 

to a Standing Committee for scrutiny. 

• In a bid to improve the ease of doing business, the 

Union Cabinet approved amendments to the 

Multi-State Cooperative Societies Act in October 

this year. 

❖ What are the key provisions of the Bill?  

• Election of board members - The central government will establish the Co-operative Election Authority 

to: (i) conduct such elections, (ii) supervise, direct and control the preparation of electoral rolls, and (iii) 

perform other prescribed functions. 

• Redressal of complaints - The central government will appoint one or more Co-operative Ombudsman 

to inquire into complaints made by members of co-operative societies.  Appeals against the directions of 

the Ombudsman may be filed with the Central Registrar (who is appointed by the central government). 

• Merger of co-operative societies – ‘Any’ co-operative society (registered under state laws) can merge 

into an existing multi-state co-operative society through a resolution passed by majority of not less than 

two-thirds of the members present and voting at a general meeting of such society. 

• Fund for sick co-operative societies - The Bill establishes the Co-operative Rehabilitation, 

Reconstruction and Development Fund for revival of sick multi-state co-operative societies.  The central 

government may prepare a scheme for rehabilitation and reconstruction of the society. 

• Specified co-operative societies - The central government may give directions and supersede the 

boards of any multi-state co-operative society where the government has any shareholding, or has 

extended any loan, financial assistance, or guarantee. 

• Composition of board of directors - The Bill amends the composition of the board of directors to 

mandate the inclusion of: (i) one SC or ST member, and (ii) two women members.  Further, the co-opted 

members should have experience in the field of banking, financing, co-operative management or 

specialisation fields related to the functioning of multi-state co-operative society. 

Issue in brief – A Bill to amend the Multi-State Cooperative Societies Act, 2002, aimed at bringing in 

transparency in the sector, was introduced in the Lok Sabha recently.  

https://indianexpress.com/article/cities/delhi/govt-presents-multi-state-co-op-bill-in-lok-sabha-to-

ease-their-merger-8312164/      

       

Where in Syllabus: 

GS 2: Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors   
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• Ease of doing business - The amendment has been proposed to reduce the period of registration with a 

provision for the applicants to seek additional time of two months for rectification of mistakes.  It also 

provides for electronic submission and issuance of documents. 

• Increased penalties - The Bill adds that the failure to file any return or information will also be an 

offence.  The fine for all these offences will extend from Rs 5,000 to one lakh rupees. 

❖ Cooperative landscape in India  

• Cooperatives in India range from those providing credit to those producing, procuring, or marketing 

products like fertilisers, milk, sugar, and fish. Indian Farmers Fertilisers Cooperative (IFFCO) has around 

a third of the market share in fertilizers, while Gujarat’s Amul is a highly profitable dairy cooperative.  

• According to the Ministry of Cooperation, there are around 8.5 lakh cooperatives in India, with about 

1.3 crore people directly attached to them. As per NCUI data from 2018, the percentage of cooperative 

members in proportion to the total population increased from 3.8% in 1950-51 to 22.2% in 2016-17. 

• Role in economy - Cooperatives account for a fifth of agricultural loans disbursed, 35% of fertiliser 

distribution, 25% of soil nutrients production, and a fifth of fisheries business. They also play a key role in 

wheat and rice procurement. 

• Multi-State cooperatives - There are close to 1,500 MSCSs registered in India, the highest number being 

in Maharashtra. A large number of MSCSs are credit societies, while agro-based societies, dairies and 

banks are also sizeable in number. 

❖  Regulation of cooperative sector in India  

• Historical background - India’s cooperative movement was formalised at the end of the 19th century. 

In 1904, the British government in India enacted the Cooperative Credit Societies Act. While this Act 

dealt solely with the extension of credit, the sector was opened up to other activities in 1912. 

Administrative reforms in 1919 transferred cooperatives to provincial control. 

• Constitutional provisions - Article 43B of the Constitution inserted by the 97th Amendment says that 

“states shall endeavour to promote voluntary formation, autonomous functioning, democratic control 

and professional management of cooperative societies”. 

➢ After Independence, cooperatives were placed in the State list of the Constitution.  

➢ 97th Constitutional Amendment Act of 2011 also inserted Part IXB in the Constitution. 

• In 1984, the Multi-State Co-operative Societies Act (amended in 2002) was enacted by Parliament to 

consolidate different laws at the central level. 

• Ministry of Cooperation was formed in July 2021 to strengthen cooperative movement in the country. 

❖ Issues associated with the Bill   

• Certain provisions put an additional burden on the cooperatives and infringed on the cardinal principle 

of autonomous functioning as provided in Article 43B of the Constitution. 

• Against the federal structure - The Bill creates an ambiguity by allowing any cooperative society to 

merge into an existing multi-State co-operative society. This is beyond legislative competence of Union 

as State cooperative societies are within exclusive jurisdiction of States.  

• Potential for misuse - This Bill prohibits redemption of shares of multi-State co-operative societies 

without Centre's approval, which may impact the autonomy and functioning of the multi-State 

cooperative societies and create potential for misuse. 

• Burden on cooperatives - It seeks to create a Fund, putting an additional burden on cooperative 

societies and it affects their autonomous functioning. 
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• Impact on autonomy - The Bill makes provision for overriding Board of Directors and appointing an 

Administrator, who may not be a member of the society and thus contravenes 97th Constitutional 

Amendment Act. 

❖ Conclusion  

• The proposed amendments covering major areas of operation and management will go a long way in 

strengthening the co-operative movement in the country. The move will make the governance of multi-

state cooperative societies more democratic, transparent and accountable. 

• The Bill will strengthen governance, reform the electoral process, strengthen the monitoring mechanism, 

improve the composition of the board, and ensure ease of doing business, in multi-State cooperative 

societies. It will also ensure financial discipline, besides enabling the raising of funds in the multi-State 

cooperative societies. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Practice Questions 

Prelims: 

Q. Consider the following statements with respect to the cooperative sector in India:  

1. Cooperative movement in India was formalised during the first Five-Year Plan. 

2. Cooperatives comes under the Concurrent list of the Constitution of India. 

     Which of the above statements is/are correct: 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2  

d) Neither 1 nor 2  

 

Answer: d) 
 

Mains: (Level-Moderate)  

Q. Briefly describe the cooperative landscape in India. How far would the proposed amendments 
to the Multi-State Cooperative Societies Act, 2002, be able to strengthen the cooperative 
movement in the country?                                                                                      [15 marks, 250 words] 

 
                                                                                                                 

 

Basic terms/related concepts and facts: 

• Cooperative society - According to the International Cooperative Alliance (ICA), cooperatives are 

people-centred enterprises jointly owned and democratically controlled by and for their members to 

realise their common economic, social and cultural needs and aspirations.  

 
• Multi-State Co-operative Societies - Multi-State cooperatives are those which have operations in 

more than one State and are registered with the Central Registrar. 
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TOPIC: UNIFORM CIVIL CODE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

❖ Why in news?  
•  A private member’s Bill to implement the 

Uniform Civil Code in India was introduced in 

Rajya Sabha. 

• The Bill seeks to provide for the constitution 

of the “National Inspection and Investigation 

Committee” for the preparation of the 

Uniform Civil Code and its implementation 

throughout the territory of India.  

• This is the second time that the bill was tried 

to be introduced after a failed attempt in 

March 2020 due to opposition from some 

political parties. 

 

❖ What is Uniform Civil Code? 
• Uniform Civil Code is envisaged to provide for one law for the entire country, applicable to all religious 

communities in their personal matters such as marriage, divorce, inheritance, adoption etc. 

• Article 44 contained in part IV of the Constitution says that the state “shall endeavour to secure for the 

citizens a uniform civil code throughout the territory of India”. Article 44 is one of the Directive Principles 

of State Policy (DPSP).  

•  The origin of the UCC dates back to colonial India when the Lex Loci committee submitted its report in 

1840 stressing the need for uniformity in the codification of Indian law relating to crimes, evidence, and 

contracts, specifically recommending that personal laws of Hindus and Muslims be kept outside such 

codification.  

• Post-independence, laws like the Hindu code bill, the Hindu Succession Act, Special Marriage Act, 

Adoption and Maintenance Act, Minority and Guardianship Act, etc. tried to bring uniformity in the civil 

laws.  

• Goa is the only Indian state to have a UCC in the form of common family law. The Portuguese Civil Code 
that remains in force even today was introduced in the 19th century in Goa and wasn’t replaced after its 
liberation. 
 

Issue in brief – With the introduction of a bill on UCC in the Parliament, the debate over its 

implementation got an impetus all over again. 
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/private-members-bill-on-uniform-civil-code-introduced-in-

rajya-sabha/article66242700.ece 

Where in Syllabus: 

GS 2: Indian Constitution—historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments, significant 

provisions and basic structure. 
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❖ What are the pros of the UCC? 

• Simplification of Laws: Simplify laws that are segregated at present based on religious beliefs. Same 

civil law will then be applicable to all citizens irrespective of their faith. 

• Gender Parity: Personal laws of almost all religions are discriminatory towards women. Men are usually 

granted upper status in personal laws. Uniform civil code will bring both men and women at par and 

would reduce discrimination against women. It will promote gender equality and welfare of women. 

• Eliminate Politicization: A Uniform Civil Code will eliminate the scope of politicization of issues of 

perceived discrimination or concessions/special privileges enjoyed by communities on the basis of their 

religious personal laws. 

• Protection of Minority: UCC does not mean that customary practices will be abolished, but any citizen 

who feels aggrieved by them can seek justice and redressal rather than having to put up with an 

oppressive practice. As to local customs in special areas, the Constitution itself provides safeguards, as in 

Nagaland, Meghalaya, or Mizoram, for example. 

• Equality among citizens: India is a secular democracy. A common civil and personal law in India would 

ensure equality among all its citizens, irrespective of their religion, class, caste, gender etc. 

• Modernizing Society: UCC would accommodate the aspirations of the young population who imbibe 

liberal ideology. It will also help in transitioning towards a modern society and take India forward 

towards the goal of development. 

• Role of Uniform Civil Code in Curbing Vote Bank Politics: It can also help in reducing vote bank politics 

that most political parties indulge in. 

• Personal Laws Are a Loophole: By allowing personal laws we have constituted an alternate judicial 

system that still operates on thousands of years old values. A uniform civil code would change that. 

 

❖ What are the challenges in its implementation of UCC? 

• Against Secularism: The very idea of Uniform Civil Code is opposed to secularism that is, to the 

fundamental rights guaranteed under Article 25 (individual’s fundamental right to religion), Article 26(b) 

(right of each religious denomination to “manage its own affairs in matters of religion), and Article 29 

(right to conserve distinctive culture). 

SC judgements on UCC

•Shah Bano Case (1985) - SC recommended that the Parliament should set up the 
UCC

•Sarla Mudgal Case (1995) - The SC ruled that conversion to Islam to marry again 
would be an offence under the IPC. It also reiterated the need to institute a UCC.

•Daniel Latifi Case (2001) - The SC harmonised the Muslim Women’s Act with 
section 125 of CrPC to ensure maintenance for lifetime in case of divorce, 
bypassing the personal law.

•John Vallamatton Case (2003) - The SC struck down a section of Indian 
Succession Act which imposed unreasonable restrictions on donation of 
property for religious purpose. The court expressed regret over government’s 
lack of action to implement UCC

•Shayara Bano (2017)- The SC declared the practice of triple talaq as 
unconstitutional and asked the government to frame a law criminalising it.
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• Against Integrity: It ‘may disintegrate the country and hurt its diverse culture’. India thrives on the 

dictum of ‘unity in diversity’. Imposed laws can threat the integrity and security of the nation. 

• Diverse personal laws and customary practices: There is huge diversity in the customary practices 

among communities across India. This makes uniformity very difficult to achieve. Further, a vast portion 

of personal laws lacks codification. Enforcing uniformity will interfere with these practices. For example, 

Special Marriage Act, 1954 (A Secular Law) prohibits marriage between first cousins. This a common 

practice in some communities in India. Similarly, marriage between second cousins is more acceptable 

and prevalent among communities in Southern India compared to the North. 

• Law Commission: The 21st Law Commission had concluded that a Uniform Civil Code was neither 

necessary nor desirable,” and that the legislation if subsequently enacted shall be against the very “spirit 

of the Constitution.”  

• Deep perception against Uniform Civil Code: UCC still is a politically sensitive issue. There are still 

many organizations who advocate rights of minorities as well as many religious clerics oppose UCC. They 

fear that a common code will neglect their traditions and impose rules which will be mainly dictated and 

influenced by the majority religious communities. 

• Political willpower: The Judiciary has asked the Government multiple times to enact a UCC. The 

government lacks the will to face the consequences of abolishing the personal laws of the religions and 

to convince the people about the benefits of UCC. 

• Time is not yet suitable for this reform: Considering a major opposition from Muslim community in 

India over this issue overlapping with controversies over beef, saffronization of school and college 

curriculum, love jihad, and the silence emanating from the top leadership on these controversies, there 

needs to be given sufficient time for instilling confidence in the community. Otherwise, these efforts 

towards common will be counterproductive leaving minority class particularly Muslims more insecure 

and vulnerable to get attracted towards fundamentalist and extremist ideologies. 

 

❖ What is the way forward?  

• The government and society will have to work hard to build trust, but more importantly, make common 

cause with social reformers rather than religious conservatives. 

• Given that enactment of UCC in one go may be counter-productive to unity and integrity of the nation, the 

goal of UCC should ideally be reached in piecemeal manner, like the recent amendment on the age of 

marriage. Rather than an omnibus approach, the government could bring separate aspects such as 

adoption, succession and maintenance into a UCC in stages. 

• Need of the hour is the codification of all personal laws so that prejudices and stereotypes in every one of 

them would come to light and can be tested on the anvil of fundamental rights of the Constitution. 

• Educating the individuals regarding the true nature and positive effects of UCC through media support 

and social media. 

• Law Commission underlined the need to eradicate discrimination within personal laws to weed out 

inequality to the greatest extent. Several women’s groups (Saheli etc.) and human rights lawyers’ teams 

have prepared drafts containing technical details of gender-just and secular family laws. 

• There should be an in-depth study and wider consultation involving all stakeholders including academia, 

constitutional experts, religious and political leadership. This will ensure better formulation and greater 

acceptability. 
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Practice questions 
Prelims: 

Q. The Lex Loci committee of 1840 is related to which of the following issues?  

a) Reforms in the imperial civil services 

b) Education of masses in vernacular language 

c) Codification of laws into a uniform law 

d) Governance reforms for  greater involvement of Indians in legislature 

 

Answer: c) 

 

Mains: (Level-Moderate) 

Q. Recently, a private member’s bill was introduced in the Parliament to implement the Uniform 
Civil Code. In this context, do you agree that UCC is an idea whose time has come?  

                                        (10 marks, 150 words) 

 

Basic terms/related concepts and facts: 

• Private Member’s Bill: A bill introduced by the Member of Parliament (MP) who is not a Minister, 

i.e., a non-government member is known as the Private Members’ bill. Members of Parliament (MPs) 

other than ministers are private members. Private Members can also move legislative proposal or 

bill which he/she thinks is appropriate to be present in the Statute Book. 

• Secularism: Secularism means the separation of religion from political, economic, social and 

cultural aspects of life, religion being treated as a purely personal matter. The term “Secular” means 

being “separate” from religion or having no religious basis. It is part of the basic structure of the 

Indian Constitution. 

• Law Commission: Law Commission of India is an executive body established by an order of the 

Government of India. The Commission's function is to research and advise the Government of India 

on legal reform, and is composed of legal experts, and headed by a retired judge. The first Law 

Commission was formed in 1834 as a result of the Charter Act, 1833 under the chairmanship of TB 

Macaulay. 
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TOPIC: Inter-State Border Disputes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

❖ Why in news?  

• The dispute between Karnataka and Maharashtra over areas that both States claim to be theirs has 

become nasty and noisy in recent weeks, even leading to violence. 

• In November this year, a few days before a dialogue slated to be held between the government of Assam 

and Meghalaya regarding the border dispute between the two states, six people were killed in police 

action. 

❖ Border disputes in India  

• As per the government, there are a total of 

seven inter-state border disputes at present 

in the country. 

• Maharashtra-Karnataka - Border dispute 

between Maharashtra and Karnataka is 

over the Belgaum district. Belgaum has a 

sizable population of both Marathi and 

Kannada speaking people. The area used to 

be part of the Bombay presidency from the 

time of the Britishers but was included in 

Karnataka after the states reorganization 

exercise in 1956. 

• North-East India - Almost all the states of 

NE India are having a certain degree of 

conflict with their neighbouring state or 

states as far as borders are concerned. 

Assam is the state having border disputes 

with the maximum number of states. 

Assam is having border issues with 

Meghalaya, Nagaland, Arunachal Pradesh 

and Mizoram. 

• Haryana-Himachal Pradesh - The two northern states have a border dispute over the Parwanoo region, 

which lies next to the Panchkula district of Haryana. Haryana has laid a claim to a large part of the land 

in the area and has accused the hill state of encroaching some of its area. 

Issue in brief – The pestering border disputes among the States which are largely peaceful have caught 

the eye due to the violence which erupted in different parts of the country recently.  

https://indianexpress.com/article/cities/mumbai/maharashtra-karnataka-border-dispute-explained-

8310391/   

       

Where in Syllabus: 

GS 2: Issues and challenges pertaining to the federal structure  

\ 
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• Ladakh-Himachal Pradesh - The union territory of Ladakh and Himachal both claim Sarchu, a major 

halt point for those travelling through Leh-Manali highway. The region is located between Himachal 

Pradesh's Lahaul and Spiti district and Ladakh's Leh district. 

❖ Reasons of disputes over boundary  

• These territorial contests are part of a larger set of differences over resources between states, over access 

to river waters. The boundary line disputes arise over differences in the interpretation of maps and may 

not have political overtones. 

• Colonial past - Many of the state boundary demarcations were based on district boundaries created by 

the British and not village boundaries. They seldom acknowledge the socio-cultural liminality of borders. 

• State Reorganisation Act, 1956 - Most of the boundary disputes have their origins in the reorganisation 

of states along linguistic lines via the State Reorganisation Act, 1956. As a result, there is a border dispute 

between Karnataka and Maharashtra, Karnataka and Kerala, Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh, and so on. 

• Narrow political interests - Instead of finding solutions that are acceptable to most, successive state 

and Central governments have largely resorted to provocative politics aimed at electoral benefits. 

• Regionalism - The territorial border disputes are more complex, which involve not only title issues, but 

may stem from deep rooted cultural or ethnic nationalism. The policy of regionalism sometimes 

compromises national interest for narrow interest. 

• Fear of imposing cultural hegemony – There are fears over more influential parts of the country 

imposing cultural hegemony, such as with Hindi in southern India. These grievances are legacies of 

complex historical events.  

❖  Constitutional provisions   

• The Constitution of India provides a framework for resolution of border disputes between the states. The 

states are free to settle disputes by mutual agreements. 

• Article 3 - The states can be formed or abolished by Parliament under Article 3 of the Constitution. 

• Article 131 - It creates a judicial mechanism of filing an original suit in the Supreme Court for dealing 

with Inter-State Disputes. The Supreme Court has original Jurisdiction to adjudicate any dispute between 

two and more States. The Jurisdiction is extremely wide and includes Inter-State Border Disputes. 

• Article 263 - It provides for the formation of an Inter-State Council. The President can create an Inter-

State Council for inquiring into and advising upon disputes between States. 

❖ Efforts to resolve border rows  

• Mahajan Commission - In 1966, a one-man commission was established under Mehr Chand Mahajan, 

third Chief Justice of India. It recommended that 264 villages be transferred to Maharashtra and that 

Belagavi (Belgaum) and 247 villages remain with Karnataka. Maharashtra rejected the report, while 

Karnataka welcomed it. 

• Sundaram Commission - The Sundaram Commission recommended a border between Assam and 

Nagaland, but Nagaland rejected the report. 

• The Setalvad Study Team on Centre-State Relationships (Part of Administrative Reforms Commission): 

It strongly recommended establishment of an Interstate Council. 

• Agreements between states - Existing issues of both interstate border disputes and insurgency have 

been closely studied and negotiated and a few agreements have been signed. While the recent agreement 

between Assam and Meghalaya has been signed, progress is being made in the other disputes as well. 
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❖ Way Forward  

• Heightened tensions between different states over conflicting border claims serve as a potent reminder 

of India’s incomplete post-colonial journey in addressing lingering questions of history. 

• Since, carving out political units that neatly correspond with various linguistic groups is impossible in 

India, Inter-State disputes can only be solved by a political culture that is respectful of diversity that cannot 

be neatly demarcated. 

• Legal enforcement - While states decide how best to settle their disputes, India needs a national, 

centrally enforced moratorium on actions that directly hurt people along state borders.  

• Role of Election commission - The Election Commission must punish parties and politicians who engage 

in border provocations. Political elites must not be allowed to inflame passions along disputed borders 

to satiate their electoral appetites and territorial ambitions. 

• Inter-state cooperation - Inter-state disputes can be resolved only with the cooperation of the State 

Governments concerned where the Central Government can act as a facilitator for amicable settlement 

of the dispute in the spirit of mutual understanding. 

• Inter-state disputes need to be settled quickly and impartially otherwise they become festering sores 

which create friction, prevent development, give a perverse direction to the energies of people and 

governments and generate hard feelings on all sides. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Basic terms/related concepts and facts: 

• Inter-state River Water Disputes - The Inter-State River Water Disputes are one of the most 

contentious issues in the Indian federalism today. They arise over the use, distribution, and control of 

waters of inter-state river basins. 

➢ Cauvery Water Dispute, Mahadayi Water Dispute and the Satluj Yamuna Link Canal are some of 

the contemporary examples. 

➢ In the Constitution of India, ‘water’ is a state subject and the national government is allowed only 

to intervene in the case of inter-state rivers to the extent that it is declared by the Parliament to 

be a situation in the public interest. 

➢ According to the Article 262 of the Indian Constitution, in case of disputes related to waters, 

Parliament may by law provide for the adjudication of any dispute or complaint concerning the 

use, distribution or control of the waters of, or in, any inter-State river or river valley. 

➢ Inter-State water Dispute Act, 1956 empowers the Central Government to set up an ad hoc 

tribunal for the adjudication of a dispute between two or more states regarding inter-state water 

or river valley. 

➢ Inter-State River Water Disputes Amendment Bill, 2019 has been recently introduced in 

Parliament which provides for the adjudication of disputes relating to waters of inter-state rivers 

and river valleys. 
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Practice Questions 

Prelims: 

Q. Consider the following statements: 

1. Under Article 131 of the Indian Constitution, the Supreme Court has original Jurisdiction to 

adjudicate any dispute between two and more States. 

2. Article 262 of the Indian Constitution provides for the formation of an Inter-State Council. 

3. Article 263 of the Indian Constitution provides for the adjudication of inter-state river 

water dispute. 

     Which of the statements given above is/are correct: 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) 2 and 3 only  

d) 1 and 3 only 

 

Answer: a) 
 

Mains: (Level-Moderate) 

Q. Diversity which makes India a rich kaleidoscope of myriad cultures, can also turn the country’s 
landscape into a map of ever-simmering inter-state territorial disputes and identity wars. 
Analyse.                 [10 marks, 150 words] 
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TOPIC: North-East As The Gateway To Trade And Ties 

 

 

 

 

 

 

❖ Why in news?  
• PM Modi attended the Golden Jubilee celebration of the North Eastern Council (NEC) at Shillong on 18 

December 2022 and said the Northeast is not the last part of the country but the gateway for trade and ties.  

• The PM said the Centre has been investing heavily in the north-east with his government’s motto being 

‘Act fast for northeast’ and ‘Act first for northeast’. 

 

❖ What does the North-East region comprise of? 
Northeast India (officially North Eastern 
Region, NER) is the easternmost region of 
India representing both a geographic and 
political administrative division of the 
country. 

• It comprises eight states – Arunachal 

Pradesh, Assam, Manipur, Meghalaya, 

Mizoram, Nagaland, Tripura and Sikkim. 

• The region shares an international border 

of 5,182 kilometres (3,220 mi) (about 99 

percent of its total geographical boundary) 

with several neighbouring countries – 

Tibet in the north, Myanmar in the east, 

Bangladesh in the south-west, Nepal in the 

west, and Bhutan in the north-west. 

• North-East is home to 3.8% of the national 

population and occupies about 8% of India’s total geographical area. The Siliguri Corridor connects the 

region to the rest of mainland India. 

 

❖ How does the region act as gateway to trade and ties? 
• Trade: 

➢ The north-eastern region used to be a hub of thriving mercantile activity in the colonial period, but 

the dynamics of trade was purely driven by colonialists. The region dominated global tea trade for 

close to eight decades and the British even established a rail link between Digboi and Chittagong. 

➢ India’s trade with Bangladesh in 2017-18 was $9 billion, of which, nearly 70% was transacted across 

the land customs stations. 

➢ The 24x7 operationalisation of the integrated check-post last year has given a further impetus to 

trade, though teething troubles remain. 

Issue in brief – The significance of North-East was highlighted again by the PM as a gateway to 

trade and ties. 
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/centre-is-investing-heavily-in-northeast-india-

says-modi/article66277836.ece 

Where in Syllabus: 

GS 2: Governance 
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➢ Integrated check-post at Moreh (Manipur), is the only major trading point, although some informal 

channels function along the Mizoram border. 

➢ North-East has immense natural resources, accounting for around 34% of the country’s water 

resources and almost 40% of India’s hydropower potential. These can act as trade promoters for the 

region. 

• Ties: 

➢ The North-East region is strategically located with access to the traditional domestic market of 

eastern India, along with proximity to the major states in the east and adjacent countries such as 

Bangladesh and Myanmar. 

➢ With Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) engagement becoming a central pillar of India’s 

foreign policy direction, North-East states play an important role as the physical bridge between 

India and Southeast Asia. 

➢ The ancient cultural connectivity between North east region and ASEAN will act a key for people to 

people connectivity and promote regional peace and inter-government relationship. 

➢ Further, India has historical connectivity with Eastern region through spread of Buddhist values in 

South East Asia, Japan and China. 

➢ Additionally, the region is viewed as crucial for QUAD and Indo-Pacific connectivity, given the rise in 

their stature. 

 

❖ What are the measures taken by the government in realizing the potential of NE? 
• Act East Policy: India announced ‘Look East policy’ in 1991 which was aimed at a shift in foreign policy 

towards ASEAN and other East Asian countries. Taking this forward, India announced ‘Act East policy’ in 

2014 which is a step forward in this direction.  

➢ It includes countries like ASEAN, Japan, and South Korea etc.  

➢ The key focus areas of the policy are- Economic ties, Social-Cultural ties, Political ties and Strengthen 

Security ties.  

➢ These can directly enhance the role as well as development status of the North-East region as it is the 

gateway to the East. 

• NEC: The states of North Eastern Region are officially recognised under the North Eastern Council (NEC), 

constituted in 1971 as the acting agency for the development of the north eastern states. Long after 

induction of NEC, Sikkim formed part of the North Eastern Region as the eighth state in 2002. Since its 

establishment, NEC has been instrumental in setting in motion a new economic endeavor aimed at 

removing the basic handicaps that stood in the way of normal development of the region. 

• Red card to challenges in the Northeast region: The government has shown the red card to challenges 

in the Northeast region, including corruption, political nepotism and unrest. Border areas in Northeast 

India are not the last miles of the country. Northeast is the peace and development gateway for trade and 

other ties with Southeast Asian countries. The government is working on developing the border villages 

through the Vibrant Border Village project. 

• Act fast for northeast’ and ‘Act first for northeast”: The Centre has been investing heavily in the north-

east with the government’s motto being ‘Act fast for northeast’ and ‘Act first for northeast’. The Centre is 

spending ₹7 lakh crore in the region compared to ₹2 lakh crore after India’s independence. 

• Infrastructural development: The number of airports in the region increased from nine to 16 and the 

number of flights increased from 900 to 1,900 in the last eight years.  

➢ Work is now under way to connect all the State capitals of the region by railway.  

➢ There is 50% increase in the length of national highways in the region since 2014.  
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➢ The infrastructure projects in the north-east gained momentum after the launch of the PM-DevINE 

scheme, Bharatmala scheme and UDAN for regional connectivity, Kaladan Multi-modal Transit 

project and India-Myanmar-Thailand Trilateral Highway. 

• Improved digital connectivity: Under the Digital North East Vision 2022, the government has been 

working on improving digital connectivity in the north-east by increasing the optical fibre. The 

Atmanirbhar 5G infrastructure will help develop the start-up ecosystem and service sector in the region. 

• Peace and security: Several peace initiatives in the north-east include peace agreements with extremist 

groups and resolving decades old interstate boundary disputes. The north-east has moved from violence 

and conflicts in the last eight years to an era of peace and progress. Since 2014, extremism in the region 

has decreased by 74% while attacks on security forces have come down by 60% and civilian deaths 

decreased by 89%. 

• Industrial Growth:  

➢ Mission Purvodaya in the steel sector is aimed at driving accelerated development of Eastern India 

through the establishment of an integrated steel hub.  

➢ North-East Industrial Development Scheme (NEIDS) aims to promote employment in the North East 

States by incentivizing primarily the MSME Sector through this scheme.  

➢ The National Bamboo Mission has a special significance for the Northeast. 

• North Eastern Region Vision 2020: The document provides an overarching framework for the 

development of the NE Region to bring it at par with other developed regions under which different 

Ministries, including the Ministry of DoNER have undertaken various initiatives 

 

❖ What are the challenges that hamper the rise of the North-East region? 
• Geographical Isolation: The region’s accessibility has always remained weak due to geographical 

reasons and underdeveloped transport links with the rest of India.  

Also, as the region witnesses floods and landslides in the Brahmaputra and Barak Valleys of Assam, 

considerable strain is exerted on the economy of not only Assam but other North-Eastern states too. 

• Underdeveloped Infrastructure: Infrastructure i.e., physical (like roadways, waterways, energy and so 

on) as well as social infrastructure (for instance educational institutions, health facilities) plays an 

important role in human development and economic growth of any region. One of the reasons for the 

economic backwardness of the North-Eastern states is the poor state of basic infrastructural facilities.  

• Economic: North-East India has remained historically underdeveloped in terms of industrial growth. 

Post-Independence, due to the partition of India, the industrial sector in the Northeast received a serious 

setback as its trade routes were cut-off with the rest of the country. This in turn hindered economic 

integration with other parts of India and also reduced the attractiveness of the region as a destination of 

investment. Moreover, unstable political environment in the region pushes away economic investments 

in the region from the eastern partners. The pandemic has further tightened the domestic spending in 

the region. 

• Unsettled Borders: There are existing inter-state and international territorial conflicts within the 

Northeast that are often based on historical border disputes and differing ethnic, tribal or cultural 

affinities. Example: Assam-Mizoram Border Dispute. 

• China Factor: With its proactive plans to increase its influence in the region, China remains a major 

source of concern. China has gained round among ethnic Chinese across the region. It is also assumed 

that certain anti- India groups has linkages with groups in Myanmar and China. The vulnerability of the 

Siliguri Corridor is another cause of concern. 

• Insurgency: Insurgency or terrorism is a political weapon and is often the result of accumulated anger 

due to political, economic and social causes. The North-Eastern states have witnessed a rise of insurgent 

activities and regional movements with a feeling of exploitation and alienation from other Indian states. 
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Some of the insurgent groups are United Liberation Front of Assam (ULFA), People’s Liberation Army, 

National Socialist Council of Nagaland, All Tripura Tiger Force (ATTF), etc. 

 

❖ What is the way forward?  
• Comprehensive implementation of Act East policy is relevant to the entire country but particularly 

important for the long term growth of the North East. The agenda for its implementation must be 

prepared in active association with the State Governments of North Eastern States. 

• A comprehensive framework needs to be developed to make the region a preferred investment 

location. To improve the limited entrepreneurial base, a major capacity building exercise for local 

entrepreneurs should be taken up. 

• A key aspect of the development of the North East is tourism, which has the potential to channel the 

region into mainstream development. Some of the famous tourism sites are: Kaziranga National Park 

famous for the one horned rhinoceros, Dibru Saikhowa in Assam, Namdapha in Arunachal Pradesh. 

• Enhancing Connectivity for driving commerce, air links to the Northeastern states should be a priority. 

The development of road and railway projects should be in accordance with disaster-resilient measures. 

Japan has emerged as a major partner in our efforts for the development of the North-East and 

connectivity to ASEAN (Association of Southeast Asian Nations). 

• It is necessary to foster inclusivity and drive awareness campaigns to change the perceptions from 

being a neglected, misgoverned, tribal region into a veritable soft power. 

• India’s North East is surrounded by national and international borders, so, national and international 

infrastructure development will be the best choice for inclusive development in India’s Northeast. To 

support road and bridge construction activities, a separate unit should be established for physical 

infrastructure viability research. 

• Due to lack of higher educational infrastructure in the North East, a very large number of students migrate 

to other parts of the country for education leading to a drain of both manpower and financial resources. 

This re-emphasises the need for setting up centres of excellence for professional and higher 

education in the North East. 

• The system of maintenance of formal land records in the North East is weak and practically absent in 

tribal areas. This prevents landholders from securing loans and also leads to a number of land-related 

disputes. It is necessary to evolve a credible system of maintenance of land records.  

• Enhancing security measures and timely implementation of peace deals should be adopted to 

thwart secessionist movements.  
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Practice questions 
Prelims: 

Q. Which of the following statements regarding North Eastern Council is/are incorrect? 

1. The council is a statutory body under the States Reorganization Act, 1956. 

2. Right from its inception, the Council consists of 8 states from the region. 

3. It is the nodal agency for the social and economic development of the North Eastern 

Region in India. 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

a) 1 and 2 only  

b) 2 and 3 only 

c) 1 and 3 only 

d) All of the above 
 

Answer: a) 
 

Mains: (Level-Moderate) 

Q. The North East region is strategically located to further the objectives of Look East Policy. 
Explain. Also, highlight the challenges which hamper the utilization of full potential of the 
region in fulfilling the above objectives.                                                            (15 marks, 250 words) 

 

Basic terms/related concepts and facts: 

• ASEAN: the Association of Southeast Asian Nations, is a political and economic union of 10 member states 

in Southeast Asia, which promotes intergovernmental cooperation and facilitates economic, political, 

security, military, educational, and sociocultural integration between its members and countries in the 

Asia-Pacific.  

• QUAD: The Quadrilateral Security Dialogue, commonly known as the Quad, is a strategic security dialogue 

between Australia, India, Japan and the United States that is maintained by talks between member 

countries. "The Spirit of the Quad," the Quad members described "a shared vision for a Free and Open 

Indo-Pacific," and a "rules-based maritime order in the East and South China seas". 

• PM DeVINE: Prime Minister’s Development Initiative for North East Region (PM-DevINE). It is a Central 

Sector Scheme with 100% Central funding. The new scheme, to be implemented during the remaining four 

years of the 15th Finance Commission from 2022-23 to 2025-26 have an outlay of Rs.6,600 crore. The PM-

DevINE is in addition to the quantum of resources available for the development of the NE region. It will 

not be a substitute for existing central and state schemes. 
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TOPIC: India-Australia ECTA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

❖ Why in news?  

• The India-Australia Economic 

Cooperation and Trade Agreement 

entered into force on 29 December. 

• This announcement comes a week after it 

was ratified by the Australian 

Parliament. It will “significantly open up 

opportunities” for many Indian business 

sectors. 

• It is the first trade agreement signed by 

India with a developed economy after 

more than a decade. 

❖ What is the proposed ECTA?  

• Background - In September 2021, Australia and India formally launched Comprehensive Economic 

Cooperation Agreement (CECA) negotiations with the intention of concluding an Economic Cooperation 

and Trade Agreement (ECTA) to swiftly liberalise and deepen bilateral trade in goods and services. 

• Key features of ECTA -  

✓ The ECTA provides for an institutional mechanism to encourage and improve trade between the two 

countries. 

✓ Duties on 100 percent tariff lines would be eliminated by Australia under the agreement 

✓ The Most Favoured Nation (MFN) status will be granted in about 120 sub-sectors covering key areas 

of India’s interest such as IT, ITES, education, health and audio-visual. 

✓ Annual Visa quota of 1800 is to be instituted for India Yoga teachers and Chefs. 

✓ Over 1 lakh Indian students would benefit from post-study work visa (1.5-4 years) under the ECTA. 

✓ Mutual recognition of Professional Services and Other licensed/regulated Occupations 

✓ Work & Holiday visa arrangement for young professionals 

✓ The long pending issue under Double taxation related to IT/ITES has been resolved 

• The ECTA is an ambitious pact with significant commitments to tariff cuts. Australia will provide zero-

duty market access for 96.4% value of Indian exports on the first day of implementation of the agreement. 

Tariffs on the remaining 113 tariff lines (3.6% of India’s exports) will be phased out in 5 years. 

• Australia, too, will gain considerable market access in India with tariffs being eliminated on more than 

85% of the Australian goods exports immediately, rising to almost 91% in over 10 years. 

Issue in brief – India and Australia have exchanged written notifications regarding the India-Australia 

Economic Cooperation and Trade Agreement (ECTA).  

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/india-australia-free-trade-agreement-to-come-into-force-

from-december-29/article66204937.ece          

 

Where in Syllabus: 

GS 2: Groupings and agreements involving India and/or affecting India’s interests   
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❖ Opportunities for India 

• Economic opportunities - The ECTA would give a big boost to several sectors of the economy, especially 

textiles, gems and jewellery and pharmaceuticals. The agreement is also likely to increase investment 

opportunities, promote start-ups, promote exports, create significant additional employment and 

facilitate strong bonding between the two countries. 

• Increase in trade - It is expected that with this agreement, the total bilateral trade will cross US$ 45-50 

bn in 5 years from existing US$ 31 bn. It will not only eliminate or lower tariffs but also address the non-

tariff barriers such as technical barriers to trade, apart from sanitary and phytosanitary restrictions. 

• Increased competitiveness - Both the countries are complementarities in its trade opportunities. Hence 

it will help in resilient supply chain wherein cheaper raw materials and intermediate products from 

Australia will be made available to make our finished product competitive. 

• Employment generation - It is estimated that an additional 10 lakh jobs would be created in India under 

ECTA.  It would immensely benefit students by offering them an opportunity to work in Australia. 

• Opportunities across sectors - Investments will help increasing presence of higher value products of 

advanced technology, thereby promoting vertical Movement in the value chain (Engineering, Electronics, 

Pharmaceuticals & Medical devices). 

• Boost to bilateral relations - The agreement will strengthen geopolitical partnership between India and 

a friendly democratic country like Australia. 

• People to people ties - It will also promote people to people contact between the two democracies, 

leading to generation of additional businesses. This will also connect with more than seven lakhs of 

Australia’s Indian diaspora which makes a significant contribution to Australia’s society and economy. 

• FTA with other nations - India is hopeful that it will give a positive signal to other developed countries 

such as the UK, Canada and the EU, who are already on the negotiating table for similar pacts with it.  

❖ India-Australia trade relations    

• Australia is an important strategic partner of India. Both the democracies are also part of the four nation 

QUAD, Trilateral Supply Chain Initiative and the Indo-Pacific Economic Forum (IPEF). 

• India is Australia’s 9th largest trading partner with 3.7 percent share in its exports and a 2.4 percent 

share in its imports as of 2021, while the Australia is the 17th largest trading partner of India. 

• Bilateral trade - India-Australia bilateral trade for both merchandise and services is valued at $27.5 

billion in 2021 and the balance of trade is in Australia’s favour. India's goods exports to Australia stood 

at $8.3 billion and imports from the country aggregated to $16.75 billion in 2021-22. 

• Recent trends - Recent years have seen remarkable growth in the trading relationship between India 

and Australia, fuelled by the many complementarities between the two economies. Two-way trade in 

goods and services has grown in value from $13.6 billion in 2007 to $27.5 billion in 2021.  

❖ Conclusion 

• The India-Australia ECTA will further cement the already deep, close and strategic relations between the 

two countries and will significantly enhance bilateral trade in goods and services, create new 

employment opportunities, raise living standards, and improve the general welfare of the peoples of the 

two countries. 

• ECTA will open a new chapter on India-Australia Comprehensive Economic Partnership between two 

vibrant economies with shared interest and trade complementarities. The Agreement encompasses 

cooperation across the entire gamut of bilateral economic and commercial relations between the two 

friendly countries. 

28

http://www.dashovidya.in/


                         DashoVidya IAS–Syllabus Affairs  

                                                  International Relation (December, 2022)                

www.dashovidya.in, Email: dashovidya.upsc@gmail.com, Telegram: DashoVidyaIAS, Contact: 8595852855                      3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Practice Questions 

Prelims: 

Q.  The Economic Cooperation and Trade Agreement (ECTA) envisages cooperation between two 

countries in which of the following areas? 

1. Customs Procedures 

2. Rules of Origin 

3. Technical Barriers to Trade  

4. Dispute Settlement 

5. Sanitary and Phytosanitary measures 

6. Movement of Natural Persons  

 

     Select the correct alternative from the codes given below: 

a) 2, 4 and 6 only 

b) 1, 3 and 5 only 

c) 1, 2, 4, 5 and 6 only 

d) All of the above  

 

Answer: d) 
 

Mains: (Level-Moderate) 

Q. The Australia-India Economic Cooperation and Trade Agreement is the next step in elevating the 
relationship between India and Australia. Discuss.                                          [10 marks, 150 words] 

 
                                                                                                                 

 

Basic terms/related concepts and facts: 

• Economic Cooperation and Trade Agreement - ECTA provides for an institutional mechanism to 

encourage and improve trade between the two countries. 

• The Agreement encompasses cooperation across the entire gamut of bilateral economic and 

commercial relations between the two friendly countries, and covers areas like: 

o Trade in Goods and Services 

o Rules of Origin 

o Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT) 

o Sanitary and Phytosanitary (SPS) measures 

o Dispute Settlement, Movement of Natural Persons 

o Telecom, Customs Procedures 

o Pharmaceutical products, and Cooperation in other Areas 
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TOPIC: India's Emergence as Regional Power 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

❖ Why in news?  

• India has emerged as a regional power and 

net security provider in the Indo-Pacific as 

its capacity to provide humanitarian 

assistance and disaster relief to its citizens as 

well as regional partners has grown in 

recent years, Defence Minister of India 

Rajnath Singh has recently said. 

• India has displayed a firm resolve to expand 

its strategic influence in reshaping the 

regional power balance in the face of an 

increasingly complex geopolitical 

entanglement. 

❖ India’s Indo-Pacific Strategy   

• India is shifting away from strategic ambiguity to strategic freedom, with the goal of making its own 

decisions and shaping a future of the Indo-Pacific which is free from military confrontation and the 

provocative tactics that have been present in the region in the past. 

• Look East Policy – It is designed to increase the India’s role as the regional power in the East Asian affairs 

and counter the Beijing’s influence in the region and in rise as a competitor to the US role as superpower. 

• Regional collaborations - India has strengthened multilateral partnerships through engagement via 

regional mechanisms. This has improved interoperability enabling faster response in crisis situations. 

• India has been opposing the military nature of any organisation that could disturb the established 

status quo and peace, leading to some concerns. 

• SAGAR (Security and Growth for All in the Region) – Under this initiative, India is cooperating with 

multiple partners to ensure economic growth & security in the region while tackling threats such as 

natural disasters. 

• Expansion of India’s Naval Presence - The Indian Navy began its Mission Based Deployments (MBDs) in 

2017 in an effort to increase its presence and visibility. For instance, lately, the MBD enabled the Indian 

Navy to respond quickly to a cyclone in Mozambique and flood-hit Madagascar. 

• India has increased its stakes in economic, strategic, security, defence, cyber, technological, space, and 

digital cooperation with its neighbours in the Indo-Pacific, it has stayed committed to the inclusive nature 

of the region by keeping to its word on the importance of “ensuring broad inclusive growth in the Indo-

Pacific”. 

Issue in brief – India is one of the emerging states of the Indo-Pacific region and its emergence as an 

economic and political power house in the region has made it an important player in regional politics.  

https://www.livemint.com/news/world/india-has-emerged-as-a-regional-power-and-security-provider-

in-indo-pacific-rajnath-11669727652466.html           

 

Where in Syllabus: 

GS 2: Groupings and agreements involving India and/or affecting India’s interests   
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❖ Role expected from India  

• Many challenges faced during the outbreak of pandemic worldwide have underlined the need for rules-

based order, rebalancing trade and supply chains, addressing weaknesses of multilateral institutions, and 

vaccine equity. 

• India has a unique position in the region. Given its sheer size, its geographical position, its capacities, and 

interests, it can play a significant role in the post pandemic regional and global recovery.  

• The fast-evolving dynamics of the region require the countries to enhance collaboration and strengthen 

partnership to build stable regional security design. Towards this end, building partnerships with like-

minded countries of the Indo-Pacific is expected to be the core of India’s Indo-Pacific Policy. 

• India is expected to become a bridge between the North and the South by focusing on practical 

outcomes rather than returning to old ideological battles. 

• Together with the major regional players, India has to respond to the emerging challenges to protect 

the long term strategic and economic interests of the countries of the region. 

❖ Challenges for India  

• Instability in the region - The Chinese coercion and aggression spans the globe, but it is most acute in 

the Indo-Pacific. China’s claims, especially in the East and South China sea regions, have led to competing 

territorial claims being raised by states, such as Vietnam, Philippines, and Japan. This has also therefore 

compelled other powers to enter the issue of the balance of power in the region. 

• Decline of US influence - The relative decline of US influence in the region has made it imperative for 

other powers such as Japan, Australia, and India to become active in maintaining political stability and 

promoting economic sustainability in the Indo-Pacific Region. 

• Increased presence of China - China has decided to engage with political parties, official institutions, 

media, businesses, and societies in South Asia with the objective of increasing its control, and eroding 

Indian influence. 

• Rivalry over resources - The Indo-Pacific region is home to some of the most diverse global resources 

of the world. As such the region has the potential of becoming a flashpoint of a great-power rivalry over 

access to such resources in the region.  

❖ Way Forward  

• The intensifying contestation and provocations, led by China, underscores the necessity for India to 

identify a pragmatic and strategic role for itself in the Indo-Pacific. India should explore the opportunities 

available to contribute to strengthening the region’s various dimensions such as: 

• Energy and Environment - Growth in the Indo-Pacific region can be led by mobilising emerging 

technologies like green hydrogen and bringing into focus avenues like blue economy where existing 

frameworks and mechanisms can be leveraged for closer economic cooperation. 

• Economy and Trade Linkages - Trade and economics encompass a major domain for the Indo-Pacific 

region. India’s approach to regional finance and credit, supply chain resilience and the soft power India 

draws from its historic diaspora network are its key strengths. 

• Security - Underlying the Indo-Pacific is the security domain. Delving into cybersecurity, maritime 

security and human security in the Indo-Pacific give a multi-dimensional view of the issues in the region. 

• Science and Technology - Technological exchange is essential in the Indo-Pacific region where countries 

have diverse capabilities. India can contribute towards collaboration on data, digitisation and earth 

observation satellites by leveraging its existing infrastructure and technical capability. 
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Practice Questions 

Prelims: 

Q.  Which of the following groupings/organisations have been established under the leadership of 

India? 

1. Indo-Pacific Economic Framework for Prosperity 

2. Indo-Pacific Ocean’s Initiative 

3. Indian Ocean Rim Association 

4. Indo-Pacific Regional Dialogue  

 

     Select the correct alternative from the codes given below: 

a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

b) 2, 3 and 4 only 

c) 1, 2, and 4 only 

d) 1, 3 and 4 only 

 

Answer: b) 
 

Mains: (Level-Advance) 

Q. India has emerged as a major stakeholder in the Indo-Pacific, with its focus on an inclusive 
approach where its interests converge with those of other regional powers through various 
mechanisms and organizations. Analyse.                                                           [10 marks, 150 words] 

 
                                                                                                                 

 

Basic terms/related concepts and facts: 

• Indo-Pacific Region - For India, Indo-Pacific stands for a free, open, inclusive region. It includes all 

nations in the geography and also others who have a stake in it. In its geographical dimension, India 

considers the area from the shores of Africa to the shores of America. 

• Indo-Pacific Region accounts for 65 percent of the world’s population, 63 percent of the world’s 

GDP, and 46 percent of the world’s merchandise trade. The region also dominates 50 percent of the 

world’s maritime trade. 

• Politically prominent players in the region include, China, Japan, India, Australia, South Korea, along 

with ASEAN (Association of Southeast Asian Nations), and different island states in the Indo-Pacific 

rim, also called littoral states. 
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TOPIC: “China Test” in India's Grand Strategy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

❖ What is the ‘China Test’?  

• Principal contradiction - China is 

contemporary India’s principal strategic 

contradiction. The concept of a principal 

contradiction - one that poses the most 

intense challenge to an 

individual/organisation, and has the 

power to shape its future choices and 

consequent outcomes - is a useful method 

of optimising and prioritising strategic 

decision-making. 

• Elements of ‘China test’ - From an 

operational point of view, the ‘China test’ 

consists of three distinct elements:  

1. Development - An assessment of how a certain Indian decision or a specific regional development 

square with Chinese regional strategy or interests.  

2. Modifications - An assessment of whether India’s decision or a certain regional development would 

require India to make modifications at the level of secondary contradictions.  

3. Policy changes - An assessment of whether this would require any major policy changes internally. 

❖ What is India’s strategy against China? 

• China’s increased global belligerence of the last several years has threatened Indian interests in 

significant ways, and the transformation in Indian ties with other countries that has been underway for 

some two decades was intended largely to deal with the challenges posed by a rising China. 

• Non-alignment - Core objective of Indian grand strategy is to give India maximum options in its relations 

with the outside world, that is, to enhance India’s strategic space and capacity for independent agency 

which in turn will give it maximum options for its own internal development. 

• Diplomatic engagements - From its earlier opposition to ministerial-level Quad meetings even on the 

margins of the UN General Assembly, India visibly shifted to promoting high-profile stand-alone meetings 

at different levels.  

• Active opposition - Indian policymakers also encouraged the development of concrete initiatives in 

diverse areas to push back against China, while stepping up their criticism of Beijing’s pugnacity in the 

East and South China Seas and its Belt and Road Initiative. 

Issue in brief – The spectacular rise of China has been the most important geopolitical development of 

the past three-and-a-half decades which have forced major powers around the world to take notice, resist, 

adapt and adjust.  

https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/india-china-tawang-clash-8327712/  

Where in Syllabus: 

GS 2: Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or affecting 

India’s interests 
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• Strategic gains - India places the importance on benefiting from the emerging rifts in the international 

system since it cannot pursue any simplistic alignment with one over the other. 

❖  India-US relations   

• The evolving collision between the United States and China generates “a host of strategic challenges” for 

India. The standoff with China along the Line of Actual Control is perhaps a consequence of India’s 

growing proximity to the U.S. 

• Given that Beijing seeks to dominate the region, it is clearly not in its interest to see an American 

reengagement of the region or growing India-U.S. proximity. 

• China test - It would suggest that India should not give into the short-term temptation of not being on 

the wrong side of China given its long-term implications. While the fears of such a relationship irking 

China may not be entirely unjustified, they invariably play into the Chinese strategy of boxing India in the 

region. 

❖ India in South Asia 

• In South Asia, China wants India to preoccupied with Pakistan which ensures that India is not focused on 

the growing threat from China, thereby providing Beijing with the opportunity to displace traditional 

Indian primacy in South Asia. 

• China test - India should actively seek to balance Chinese power in Southern Asia rather than the balance 

of power in South Asia with Pakistan. Hence, India’s objective in South Asia should be to seek a 

pacification of conflicts with Pakistan, so that it can focus on China. 

 

❖ India-Russia relations  

• In the wake of the Ukraine war, India-Russia relations are among the most debated bilateral relationships 

in the world today. There is also the growing proximity between Moscow and Beijing which reduces the 

robustness of India-Russia relations. 

• The U.S. and its allies want India to stop engaging with Moscow and condemn its aggression against 

Ukraine. In return, there is on offer greater accommodation of Indian interests including diplomatic and 

political support against Chinese aggression. 

• China test - In the absence of an India-Russia relationship, the extent of Sino-Russian cooperation is 

likely to strengthen, and India will be cut out of the continental space to its north and west. This could 

also push Moscow towards Pakistan with or without some nudging from China. 

• India’s turn away from Moscow will also ensure that China gets a free hand in Central Asia too. In one 

sense, therefore, the China piece best explains the enigma called India-Russia relations. 

❖ Way Forward  

• India needs to evolve a pragmatic China policy based on the ground realities. While the armed forces 

must continue to scale up their preparedness and act firmly, the political leadership ought to be 

audacious in intent to engage with China on equal terms, as there can be no compromise on national 

sovereignty and integrity. 

• Advancing national interests - Indian grand strategy in an uncertain world requires advancing its 

national interests by identifying and exploiting opportunities created by global contradictions so as to 

extract as much gains from as many ties as possible. 
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• Leveraging partnerships - Since India is presently disadvantaged in its power rivalry with China, New 

Delhi, along the way to expanding its national capabilities, must resolutely focus on leveraging the 

external environment to address these bilateral imbalances. 

• Taking global responsibilities - India’s traditional solipsism must give way to renewed activism that 

involves, inter alia, taking on global responsibilities, acting as a constructive player, and projecting our 

own distinct personality. Our approach should be to build comfort with the world, not opaqueness or 

distance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Practice Questions 

Prelims: 

Q. The ‘Double Fish Hook’ strategy of India is related to which of the following ? 

a) Promoting cooperation between the developed and the developing world  

b) Emerging as the regional player in Indo-Pacific region 

c) Ending hunger related poverty in India 

d) Counter encirclement strategy with respect to China  

 

Answer: d) 
 

Mains: (Level-Moderate) 

Q. Smart China balancing in Southern Asia and beyond must be an important component of India's 
grand strategic planning and decision-making. Explain.                               [10 marks, 150 words] 
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TOPIC: National Food Security Act, 2013 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

❖ Why in news?  
• The Union Cabinet on Friday decided to provide free 

food grains to all 81 crore beneficiaries covered under 

the National Food Security Act (NFSA) for one year.  

• The beneficiary families which used to pay ₹1 for 

coarse cereals, ₹2 for wheat and ₹3 for rice per kg 

will now get 35kg of food grains free for the next one 

year and others will get 5kg for free in a month till 

December 2023. 

• The Centre has estimated an additional amount of ₹2 

lakh crore for the scheme. 

• The move will replace the PM Gareeb Kalyan Yojana. 

 

 

❖ What is food security? 
• Food security speaks to the availability of 

food in a country and the ability of 

individuals within that country to access, 

afford, and source adequate foodstuffs.  

• It has following dimensions: 

✓ Availability: It means food production 

within the country, food imports and 

the stock stored in government 

granaries. 

✓ Accessibility: It means food is within 

reach of every person without any 

discrimination. 

✓ Affordability: It implies that having 

enough money to buy sufficient, safe 

and nutritious food to meet one's 

dietary needs. 

• The United Nations (UN) recognized the Right to Food in the Declaration of Human Rights in 1948, and has 

since said that it is vital for the enjoyment of all other rights.  

• Sustainable Development Goal 2: Zero Hunger sets globally agreed on targets to end hunger, achieve food 

security and improved nutrition, and promote sustainable agriculture by 2030 

Issue in brief – The government has issued new guidelines under the National Food Security 

Act, 2013. 
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/81-crore-people-to-get-free-foodgrains-for-one-

year/article66299556.ece 

Where in Syllabus: 

GS 2: Issues related to Poverty and Hunger 
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❖ What are the major provisions of National Food Security Act, 2013? 
• The act was notified on 10th September, 2013. 

• The objective is to provide for food and nutritional security in the human life cycle approach, by ensuring 

access to adequate quantities of quality food at affordable prices to people to live a life with dignity. 

• The Union government provides food grains (rice at Rs 3 per kg, wheat at Rs 2 per kg, and coarse grains 

at Rs 1 per kg) under the NFSA. 

• The NFSA covers 50 per cent of the urban population and 75 per cent of the rural population, i.e. 67% of 

the country’s population. 

• There are two categories of beneficiary households under the NFSA: 

➢ Antyoday Anna Yojana (AAY): the AAY households are entitled to 35 kg of foodgrains per month 

irrespective of the number of family members. 

➢ The Priority Households: the priority households get food grains depending on the number of 

family members (each member 5 kg per month). 

• Other provisions: 

➢ Meal and maternity benefit of not less than Rs. 6,000 to pregnant women and lactating mothers 

during pregnancy and six months after the child birth. 

➢ Meals for children upto 14 years of age. 

➢ Food security allowance to beneficiaries in case of non-supply of entitled foodgrains or meals. 

➢ Setting up of grievance redressal mechanisms at the district and state level. 

  

❖ What are the issues with the National Food Security Act?  
• Lack of Transparency: According to a Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) audit conducted in 

2016, the wrong people were benefiting from the NFSA. It accuses many states of implementing the 

NFSA despite owning the information that their beneficiaries list is spurious.  

• Leakages in PDS: a leakage indicates that the food grains do not reach the intended beneficiaries. The 

leakages may be of three types: 

o pilferage during transportation of food grains 

o diversion at fair price shops to non-beneficiaries 

o exclusion of entitled beneficiaries from the list. 

• Storage: According to the CAG audit, the available storage space was inadequate for the allocated 

quantity of food grains. 

• Quality of food grains: people often complain that the quality of the food grains is not up to the mark 

and that the grains sometimes have to be mixed with other grains to be edible. Complaints stating that 

the grains also consist of non-food particles such as pebbles have also been registered. 

• Inaccessibility: Many people were denied their share due to inability to access ration cards. 

• Low consumption: Livelihood losses led to decline in aggregate demand and resulted into lowest ever 

consumption expenditure by the people owing to scarcity of cash. 

• Resale of subsidized grains: This in turn led to selling of the free grains obtained in the local markets 

for cash. 
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❖ What is the way forward?  
• HLC (High Level Committee) under Shanta Kumar had recommended reducing the coverage ratio from 

67% of the population to 40%. According to it, 67% coverage of the population is on the much higher side, 

and should be brought down to around 40%, which will comfortably cover BPL families and some even 

above that. 

• The Economic Survey- 2020-21 had recommended a revision of the Central Issue Prices (CIP) of foodgrains 

released from the central pool, which have remained unchanged for the past several years. 

• To speed up the process of Aadhaar linking to ration cards, ground monitoring measures must be taken 

that will ensure no valid beneficiary is left out of their share of food grains that can give thrust to the aim 

of zero hunger. 

• There is a need to streamline food and fertiliser subsidies into direct benefit transfers to accounts of 

identified beneficiaries through the JAM trinity platform (Jan Dhan, Aadhaar, and Mobile) that will reduce 

huge physical movement of foodgrains, provide greater autonomy to beneficiaries to choose their 

consumption basket and promote financial inclusion. 

• Using IT to improve communication channels with farmers can help them to get a better deal for their 

produce while improving storage houses with the latest technology is equally important to deal with 

natural disasters. 

• Further, foodgrain banks can be deployed at block/village level, from which people may get subsidised 

food grains against food coupons (that can be provided to Aadhar linked beneficiaries). 

• By looking at diverse issues from a common lens, such as inequality, food diversity, indigenous rights, 

and environmental justice, India can look forward to a sustainable green economy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Basic terms/related concepts and facts: 

• PM Gareeb Kalyan Yojana: The PMGKAY is a part of the Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Package 

(PMGKP) to help the poor fight the battle against Covid-19. The scheme aimed at providing each person 

who is covered under the National Food Security Act 2013 with an additional 5 kg grains (wheat or rice) 

for free, in addition to the 5 kg of subsidised foodgrain already provided through the Public Distribution 

System (PDS). 

• Sustainable Development Goals: The Sustainable Development Goals or Global Goals are a collection 

of 17 interlinked objectives designed to serve as a "shared blueprint for peace and prosperity for people 

and the planet, now and into the future" 

• CAG: The Comptroller and Auditor General of India is the supreme audit institution of India, established 

under Article 148 of the Constitution of India. They are empowered to audit all receipts and expenditure of 

the Government of India and the State Governments, including those of autonomous bodies and 

corporations substantially financed by the Government. 
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Practice questions 
Prelims: 

Q. Which of the following statements is/are incorrect regarding National Food Security Act, 2013? 

 

1) The objective of the act is to provide for food and nutritional security in the human life cycle 

approach. 

2) The act caters to 75% of India’s population. 

3) It aims to fulfill the obligations of SDG 1. 

 

Select the correct option using the codes below: 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 2 and 3 only 

c) 1 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Answer: b) 

 

Mains: (Level-Moderate) 

Q. Define food security. Examine how far the National Food Security Act, 2013 has been successful in 

achieving SDG 2.                                                                                             (15 marks, 250 words) 
 

39

http://www.dashovidya.in/


                             DashoVidya IAS–Syllabus Affairs  

                                                                             Economy (December 2022) 

                

www.dashovidya.in, Email: dashovidya.upsc@gmail.com, Telegram: DashoVidyaIAS, Contact: 8595852855                      1 
 

TOPIC: Efficacy of MGNREGA  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

❖ Why in news?  

• The Central government has constituted a 

panel to review the implementation and assess 

efficacy as a poverty alleviation tool of the 

Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment 

Guarantee Act (MGNREGA) scheme.  

• The committee is headed by former Rural 

Development secretary Amarjeet Sinha. It had 

its first meeting on November 21, 2022, and 

has been given three months to submit its 

suggestions. 

• It is tasked to study the various factors behind demand for MGNREGA work, expenditure trends and inter-

State variations, and the composition of work. 

• It will suggest what changes in focus and governance structures are required to make MGNREGA more 

effective. 

 

 

❖ What is MGNREGA? 

• Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act 2005 or MNREGA, earlier known as the 

National Rural Employment Guarantee Act or NREGA, is an Indian labour law and social security measure 

that aims to guarantee the 'right to work'. 

• This act was passed in 23 August 2005 and it aims to enhance livelihood security in rural areas by 

providing at least 100 days of wage employment in a financial year to at least one member of every 

household whose adult members volunteer to unskilled manual work. 

• Women are guaranteed one third of the jobs made available under the MGNREGA. 

• Another aim of MGNREGA is to create durable assets (such as roads, canals, ponds and wells). 

• Employment is to be provided within 5 km of an applicant's residence, and minimum wages are to be 

paid. If work is not provided within 15 days of applying, applicants are entitled to an unemployment 

allowance. Thus, employment under MGNREGA is a legal entitlement. 

• Apart from providing economic security and creating rural assets, other things said to promote NREGA 

are that it can help in protecting the environment, empowering rural women, reducing rural-urban 

migration and fostering social equity, among others." 

• In its World Development Report 2014, the World Bank termed it as a "stellar example of rural 

development".  

Issue in brief – Due to various flaws in the scheme, the government has formed a panel to 

review its efficacy. 
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/government-forms-panel-to-look-into-mgnregas-

efficacy/article66183754.ece 

Where in Syllabus: 

GS 3: Employment 
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• MGNREGA is to be implemented mainly by gram panchayats (GPs). 

• The act explicitly mentions the principles and agencies for implementation, list of allowed works, 
financing pattern, monitoring and evaluation, and detailed measures to ensure transparency and 
accountability. 
 

 

❖ What are the other schemes for employment generation? 

• Aatmanirbhar Bharat Rojgar Yojana (ABRY): It was launched in 2020 as part of Atmanirbhar Bharat 

package 3.0 to incentivize employers for creation of new employment along with social security benefits 

and restoration of loss of employment during Covid-19 pandemic. This scheme being implemented 

through the Employees’ Provident Fund Organisation (EPFO), seeks to reduce the financial burden of the 

employers and encourages them to hire more workers. 

• DAY NRLM: National Rural Livelihoods Mission (NRLM) was launched by the Ministry of Rural 

Development (MoRD), Government of India in June 2011. Aided in part through investment support by 

the World Bank, the Mission aims at creating efficient and effective institutional platforms of the rural 

poor, enabling them to increase household income through sustainable livelihood enhancements and 

improved access to financial services. In November 2015, the program was renamed Deendayal 

Antayodaya Yojana (DAY-NRLM). 

• Deen Dayal Antyodaya Yojana – National Urban Livelihood Mission: It is a scheme under the Ministry 

of Housing and Urban Affairs that focuses on reducing poverty and vulnerability of the urban poor 

households. It focuses on organising urban poor in their strong grassroots level institutions by enhancing 

sustainable livelihood opportunities through skill development. It aims at leading poor to market-based 

employment and helping them to set up self-employment ventures by ensuring easy access to credit.  

• Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojana (PMMY): It is being implemented by the Government for facilitating 

self-employment. Under PMMY, collateral free loans upto Rs. 10 lakhs, are extended to micro/small 

business enterprises and to individuals to enable them to setup or expand their business activities. 

• Garib Kalyan Rojgar Abhiyaan: It was launched in 2020 to boost employment and livelihood 

opportunities for returnee migrant workers and similarly affected persons including youth in rural areas, 

in 6 States of Bihar, Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh, Odisha, Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh. 

• Prime Minister's Employment Generation Programme (PMEGP): The Government of India approved 

the introduction of a credit linked subsidy programme called Prime Minister's Employment Generation 

Programme (PMEGP) in 2008 for generation of employment opportunities through establishment of 

micro enterprises in rural as well as urban areas. It allows entrepreneurs to set up factories or units. 

• Pradhan Mantri Rojgar Protsahan Yojana (PMRPY): PMRPY Scheme aims to incentivise employers 

registered with EPFO for job creation by the Govt paying the full 12% employers' contribution to EPF & 

EPS both w.e.f 01.04.2018 (earlier benefit was applicable for employer's contribution towards EPS only 

i.e 8.33%) for the new employees having UAN (Universal Account Number), for 1st 3 years of 

employment. It is implemented by Ministry of Labour & Employment and is operational since 2016. 

 
 

❖ What are the issues faced by MGNREGA? 
• Not enough work: Bihar despite its levels of poverty, does not generate enough work to make a concrete 

difference, and on the other end of spectrum we have Kerala which is economically better but has been 
utilising it for asset creation. 

• No asset creation: There is a lack of tangible asset creation. The committee will study if the composition 
of work taken up presently under the scheme should be changed. 
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• Delays in wages: Most states have failed to disburse wages within 15 days as mandated by MGNREGA. 
In addition, workers are not compensated for a delay in payment of wages. This has turned the scheme 
into a supply-based programme and subsequently, workers had begun to lose interest in working under 
it. 

• Caste Bias: There were significant variations in delays by caste. While 46% of payments to SC (Scheduled 
Caste) workers and 37% for ST (Scheduled Tribes) workers were completed in the mandated seven-day 
period, it was a dismal 26% for non-SC/ST workers. 

• Ineffective Role of PRI: With very little autonomy, gram panchayats are not able to implement this act 
in an effective and efficient manner. 

• Delays in work completion: There has been a delay in the completion of works under MGNREGA and 
inspection of projects has been irregular. Also, there is an issue of quality of work and asset creation 
under MGNREGA. 

• Corruption: There are several issues related to the existence of fake job cards, the inclusion of fictitious 
names, missing entries and money being embezzled for personal gains. 

• Insufficient budgetary allocations: Increase in the nominal budget but actual budget (after adjusting 
inflation) decreased over the years. 

• Low wages: Currently, MGNREGA wage rates of 17 states are less than the corresponding state minimum 
wages. 
 
 
 

❖ What is the way forward?  

• Budget Allocations for MGNREGA should be adequate. MGNREGA treats employment guarantee as a legal 

right, any rural household can demand work up to 100 days every year, and the government has to 

provide it. As and when demand arises, the government must fulfil it. 

• The wages should be enhanced to ensure basic livelihood to the population. An expert committee under 

the chairmanship of Dr. Anoop Satpathy estimated a need-based national minimum wage of ₹375 per day 

as of July 2018. 

• There is a need for better coordination between various government departments and the mechanism 

to allot and measure the work. Government officials need to take the initiative to implement the scheme 

and must not block the work. 

• Some discrepancies in the payouts need to be addressed, too. Women in the sector, on an average, earn 

22.24% less than their male counterparts. 

• State governments must ensure that public work gets started in every village. Workers turning up at 

the worksite should be provided work immediately, without much delay. 

• Local bodies must proactively reach out to returned and quarantined migrant workers and help those in 

need to get job cards. 

• Gram panchayats need to be provided with adequate resources, powers, and responsibilities to 

sanction works, provide work on demand, and authorise wage payments to ensure there are no delays in 

payments. 

• MGNREGA should be converged with other schemes of the government. For example, Green India 

initiative, Swachh Bharat Abhiyan etc. 
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Practice questions 
Prelims: 

Q. The recently formed Amarjeet Sinha committee is related to which of the following issues?  

a) To promote digital currency 

b) To suggest measures for controlling inflation 

c) To look into the efficacy of MGNREGA 

d) To curb unemployment 

 

Answer: c) 

 

Mains: (Level-Moderate) 

Q. The MNREGA scheme aimed to provide livelihood opportunities for the rural population. Do you 
think, now the scheme needs a fundamental reform for its effective functioning?  

        (15 marks, 250 words) 

 

Basic terms/related concepts and facts: 

• Right to work:  

➢ Article 41 of the Constitution provides that "the State shall within the limits of its economic 

capacity and development, make effective provision for securing the right to work, to education 

and to public assistance in cases of unemployment, old age, sickness and disablement, and in 

other cases of undeserved want. 

➢ Article 38 states that the state shall strive to promote the welfare of the people and article 43 

states it shall endeavor to secure a living wage and a decent standard of life to all workers. 

• EPFO: The Employees Provident Fund Organisation (EPFO) is a statuary body which assists Central 

Board in administering compulsory contributory Provident Fund Scheme, Pension Scheme and 

Insurance Scheme for the workforce engaged in the organised sector in India. 

• Unemployment: Unemployment occurs when a person who is actively searching for employment 

is unable to find work. Unemployment is often used as a measure of the health of the economy. The 

most frequent measure of unemployment is the unemployment rate, which is the number of 

unemployed people divided by the number of people in the labour force. 
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TOPIC: India's Slowing Exports 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

❖ Why in news?   

• India’s exports declined about 16.7% in 

October compared with the year-earlier 

period. This is the first slide reported for any 

month since February 2021 when the globe 

was in the grip of the second COVID-19 wave.  

• October imports rose at a much milder pace 

than earlier, most likely because of softening 

commodity prices worldwide, and trade 

deficit widened by as much as 50%. 

• The data released by the Reserve Bank of India 

showed a fall in export credit even though the 

bank credit saw a robust growth of 18 percent. 

❖ Export trends in India  

• Starting in March, month-on-month numbers started slowing from their peak of $42.2 billion. In October, 

the merchandise exports fell below the $30 billion mark for the first time in the last 20 months. At $29.78 

billion, the merchandise exports were down 17 percent YoY and 16 percent sequentially. 

• Trends across sectors - Exports from key sectors, including engineering, readymade garments, gems 

and jewellery, and plastics and linoleum, fell by over 20% in October, while cotton yarn and jute products 

exports fell over 40%. $2 billion worth of exports declining was seen in steel and allied products. 

• Export credit demand - The credit demand from Indian exporters shrunk 25.1 percent year-on-year 

(YoY) in October, showing the impact of slowing global trade.  

• Future projections - The demand for Indian exports is likely to rise in 2024 as the recession will peak in 

2023, and the falling commodity prices will reduce the value of exports. 

❖ Factors affecting exports  

• Global economic slowdown - The slowdown in exports can be attributed to high inflation in developed 

regions, falling demand in China, slowdown in EU, fear of a slowdown in US and the Russia-Ukraine war. 

• Weaker global demand - Headwinds are visible in the global trade accentuated by geopolitical tensions, 

rising inflation, impending recession and currency volatility. Due to the tightening monetary policy in 

most of the developed countries, people have lesser money in the hands and therefore, consumption has 

slowed down. 

Issue in brief – India's exports face risk from subdued demand from developed countries and blocs such 

as the US and European Union, following the geopolitical crisis. 

https://www.thehindu.com/business/Economy/explained-why-are-indias-slowing-exports-a-cause-for-

concern/article66264186.ece            

 

Where in Syllabus:  

GS 3: Issues relating to planning, mobilization of resources, growth, development and employment  
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• Decline in global prices - Prices of raw materials and intermediates which India exports in huge 

quantities have drastically fallen in recent months. Outbound shipments for iron ore fell by 90% in value 

terms in October, led by a steep decline in international prices. 

• Lack of liquidity - The lack of liquidity is a big challenge for exporters. Bank insistence on collateral is 

depriving many MSMEs of credit. The share of exports credit in the total net banking credit is constantly 

moving downward. 

• Volatile currency fluctuations - Though a depreciated rupee should theoretically fetch more value in 

exports, in practice it’s not so simple. Exports with high import contents, for instance, petroleum, cut 

diamond, gold jewellery etc., have been impacted due to the fall of rupee against the dollar. 

• Government policy - The government sometimes levies an export duty on some products to help 

increase local availability which also contributes to the slowdown in exports. 

• Supply-side factors - Continued bottlenecks in logistics and supply chain, shortages of semiconductors 

and some metal commodities, and elevated energy prices keep pressure on the production cycle which 

may lead to the negative export trends. 

❖  Implications of slowing exports   

• Decreased industrial activity - Falling exports have affected domestic industrial momentum. Index of 

Industrial Production has been on a falling trend since July 2022 for export-linked sectors.  

• Impact on labours - The global slowdown’s hit to Indian exports could also weaken income prospects 

in the labour-intensive manufacturing industry such as textiles, and gems and jewellery. 

• Fall in import cover - For the week ended December 2, foreign exchange reserves stood at about $561 

billion. We have roughly about 9-10 months’ worth of import cover which isn’t as healthy as a 14-to-15-

month cover that we had seen during the pandemic. 

❖ Initiatives to boost export growth  

• Merchandise Exports from India Scheme - Under the scheme, the government provides duty benefits 

depending on product and country. Rewards under the scheme are payable as percentage of realised 

free-on-board value (of 2%, 3% and 5%) and MEIS duty credit scrip can be transferred or used for 

payment of a number of duties including the basic customs duty. 

• Service Exports from India Scheme - Under it, incentives are given by the Ministry of Commerce and 

Industry to service exporters based in India to promote the export of services from India. 

• Production Linked Incentive scheme - PLI scheme has incentivised private investment and fast-

forwarded manufacturing investments in sectors like electronics and pharmaceuticals etc. 

• Remission of Duties or Taxes on Export Product (RoDTEP) - It is a fully automated route for Input 

Tax Credit in the GST to help increase exports from India. ITC is provided to set off tax paid on the 

purchase of raw materials, consumables, goods or services that were used in the manufacturing of goods 

or services. This helps in avoiding double taxation and the cascading effect of taxes. 

• Export Preparedness Index - Niti Aayog, in partnership with the Institute of Competitiveness, prepared 

the Export Preparedness Index (EPI) 2021 for Indian states. 

❖ Way Forward  

• India needs to work on institutions facilitating trade, processes for exports and imports and logistics that 

not only reduce trade and transaction costs but also ensure reliability and timely delivery, which is 

important to becoming part of global value chains (GVCs). 

• Revised foreign policy - The government urgently needs to bring out a revised foreign policy to address 

both our historical trade imbalance, and the more recent slowing of exports. 
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• Promoting investments - Government’s role in driving capex and creating an environment that crowds 

in private investment will remain crucial in the year of a slowdown. As the government is targeting a 

yearly export of $1 trillion by 2030, it must also bring in a funding mechanism to incentivise exporters.  

• Signing FTAs - One way to reduce the complexities of trade and business is by signing free trade 

agreements. These not only reduce tariffs and give market access but bring down non-tariff barriers such 

as administrative fees, labelling requirements, anti-dumping duties and countervailing measures. 

• Capitalising “China+1 strategy” - Geo-political conflicts and the intention of the world to diversify its 

supply chain portfolio offer India an opportunity. As the Economic Survey (2019-20) suggests, “assemble 

in India”, particularly in network products, can increase India’s share in world exports to 6 percent and 

create 80 million jobs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Practice Questions 

Prelims: 

Q. Which of the following may lead to decreased exports from a country?  

1. Fall in global prices 

2. Volatile currency fluctuation 

3. Inflation in export destinations  

4. Inflation in home country 

5. Increase in export duty 

    Select the correct alternative from the codes given below: 

a) 1, 2 and 4 only 

b) 2, 3 and 5 only 

c) 1, 3 and 5 only 

d) All of the above   

 

Answer: d) 
 

Mains: (Level-Moderate) 

Q. Due to increased globalization, the external headwinds are more likely to impact India’s overall 
economic growth. Explain the above statement with respect to recent downfall in exports from 
India. How can India benefit from China-plus-one policy? Discuss.          [15 marks, 250 words] 

 
                                                                                                                 

 

Basic terms/related concepts and facts: 

• Import Cover - Import Cover is a measure of how many months of imports can be covered by foreign 

exchange reserves held by a country's central bank. It is an important indicator of the stability of the 

currency. 

• Foreign exchange (forex) reserves - Forex reserves are assets maintained by monetary authorities to 

check the balance of payments, deal with the foreign exchange rate of currency and to maintain 

financial market stability. 

• The four components of forex reserves are foreign currency assets, gold, special drawing rights and 

the reserve position in the International Monetary Fund. 

• . 
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TOPIC: Darkening Global Economic Outlook 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

❖ Why in news?  

• Reserve Bank of India in its ‘State of the 

economy’ report cautioned that the balance of 

risks is increasingly tilted towards a 

darkening global outlook and emerging 

market economies (EMEs) appear to be more 

vulnerable, even though incoming data suggest 

that global inflation may have peaked.  

• Recently the International Monetary Fund 

lowered its projections for global economic 

growth in 2023, projecting world economic 

growth lower by USD 4 trillion through 2026. 

❖ State of the global economy   

• The global economic outlook is skewed to the downside. Global growth is set to lose momentum as 

monetary policy actions tighten financial conditions and as consumer confidence weakens with the rising 

cost of livelihood. 

• GDP growth - The IMF forecasts 2.7% growth in 2023, down from 3.2% this year. Economies 

representing more than a third of global output will contract next year, while the world’s three largest 

economies (the U.S., the European Union and China) will essentially stall.  

• Emerging Market Economies - Capital flows to emerging market economies remain volatile and global 

spillovers pose risks to growth prospects. Emerging market economies (EMEs) appear precarious, having 

battled currency depreciations and capital outflows in addition to slowing growth and high inflation. 

• Inflation - Inflation remains elevated and persistent across countries as they grapple with food and 

energy price shocks and shortages. Despite moderation in global commodity markets, climate change and 

the war in Ukraine are set to keep food prices at higher than pre-pandemic levels. 

❖ Factors driving current slowdown  

• Global uncertainties - Despite moderation in global commodity markets, climate change and the war in 

Ukraine are set to keep food prices at higher than pre-pandemic levels. 

• Fed’s rapid rate increase - It has helped draw investors into U.S. markets and pushed up the value of 

the dollar. A stronger greenback increases the costs of dollar-denominated imports and debt service for 

Issue in brief – The Reserve Bank of India's (RBI) monthly bulletin has warned about the risks to global 

growth in 2023. 

https://www.thehindu.com/business/amid-darkening-global-outlook-indias-near-term-growth-backed-

by-domestic-drivers-rbi-officials/article66286004.ece      

       

Where in Syllabus: 

GS 3: Issues relating to planning, mobilization of resources, growth, development and employment  
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many other countries. It also puts pressure on other central banks to raise their own interest rates to 

protect their currencies, possibly further slowing growth. 

• Russia’s war in Ukraine - It has hampered exports of critical food and fertilizers from the countries, 

endangering 345 million people. Russia has throttled back natural-gas supplies to Europe, sending 

manufacturers there reeling and pushing many economies there to the brink of recession. 

• Energy prices - The Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries and its Russia-led allies recently 

announced a major production cut, which raised oil prices. An oil price cap threatens to unleash 

disruptive financial forces, with hedge funds already cutting net long positions in crude contracts. 

• Zero Covid policy of China - In China, strict Covid-19 lockdown policies have curbed its economic 

growth, particularly during the second quarter of 2022. China’s overextended property sector is slowing 

rapidly. China’s slump is expected to add to hiccups in global supply chains and curb global trade. 

❖  Impact on India   

• Reduced India’s growth momentum - RBI’s Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) slashed the GDP 

forecast for fiscal 2023 to 6.8 percent from an estimate of 7 percent earlier as risks continue to emanate 

from protracted geopolitical tensions, global slowdown and tightening of global financial conditions. 

• Lowering exports - Net exports are restrained by the global slowdown. India's exports face risk from 

subdued demand from developed countries and blocs such as the US and European Union, following the 

geopolitical crisis. 

• Inflation - Unabating geopolitical tensions continue to impart uncertainty to the food and energy prices 

outlook. Adverse climate events, both domestic and global, are increasingly becoming a significant source 

of upside risk to food prices. 

• Debt distress - Debt distress is rising, with a surge in default rates and an appreciating US dollar, the 

principal currency in which debt is denominated, although more recently it has tumbled down from 20-

year highs. 

❖ India’s growth outlook   

• Waning input cost pressures, still buoyant corporate sales and turn-up in investments in fixed assets are 

heralding the beginning of an upturn in the capex cycle in India which will contribute to a speeding up of 

growth momentum in the Indian economy. 

• GDP growth - The real GDP growth for 2022-23 is projected at 6.8 percent with Q3 at 4.4 percent and Q4 

at 4.2 percent, with risks evenly balanced. For 2023-24, real GDP growth is projected at 7.1 percent for 

Q1 and at 5.9 percent for Q2. 

• Short-term growth enablers - The near-term growth outlook for the Indian economy is supported by 

domestic drivers as reflected in trends in high frequency indicators. Equity markets touched a string of 

new highs during November buoyed by strong portfolio flows to India. 

• Capital inflows - Capital flows to India are strengthening. Business and consumer confidence is turning 

up, and expectations of a better second half of 2022-23 relative to the first half are being reflected in 

forward-looking surveys.  

❖ Way Forward  

• A weakening global economy, high interest rates and a strong dollar can really hurt all countries in the 

world. Policies to address specific impacts on energy and food prices should focus on those most affected 

without distorting prices. 

• With increasing prices continuing to squeeze living standards worldwide, taming inflation should be 

the first priority for policymakers. 
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• Targeted fiscal support can help cushion the impact on the most vulnerable, but with government 

budgets stretched by the pandemic and the need for a disinflationary overall macroeconomic policy 

stance, such policies will need to be offset by increased taxes or lower government spending. 

• As the pandemic continues, vaccination rates must rise to guard against future variants. Finally, 

mitigating climate change continues to require urgent multilateral action to limit emissions and raise 

investments to hasten the green transition. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Practice Questions 

Prelims: 

Q. ‘World Economic Outlook’ report is released by which of the following organisation?  

a) World Bank 

b) International Monetary Fund 

c) World Economic Forum 

d) United Nations Conference on Trade and Development 

 

Answer: b) 
 

Mains: (Level-Moderate) 

Q. Darkening global economic outlook has made the major and emerging world economies 

vulnerable to recession. Enumerate the factors responsible for it. Also explain the impact of the 

global slowdown on India’s economic growth.                                               [15 marks, 250 words] 

 
                                                                                                                 

 

Basic terms/related concepts and facts: 

• World Economic Outlook (WEO) Report - The WEO is a report by the IMF that analyzes key parts of 

the IMF’s surveillance of economic developments and policies in its member countries. 

• The report comes out twice every year - April and October. It projects developments in the global 

financial markets and economic systems. 

• It is based on a wide set of assumptions about a host of parameters, such as the international price 

of crude oil, and set the benchmark for all economies to compare one another with. 
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TOPIC: Soil Management & Food Security 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

❖ Why in news?  

• World Soil Day is annually observed 

on December 5 to encourage societies 

to improve soil health and to advocate 

the sustainable management of soil.  

• The theme of World Soil Day, 2022 is 

'Soils: Where food begins'. 

• The report titled “Global Status of 

Black Soils” was released by the Food 

and Agriculture Organization (FAO) 

on the occasion of World Soil Day. 

• NITI Aayog organized a national 

conclave on soil health management 

for sustainable farming on the 

occasion of the World Soil Day. 

❖ Status of soil degradation 

• Soil degradation on an unprecedented scale is a significant challenge to sustainable food production. 

About one-third of the earth’s soils is already degraded and about 90% could be degraded by 2050.  

• In India - While soil degradation is believed to be occurring in 145 million hectares, it is estimated that 

96.40 million hectares i.e., about 30% of the total geographical area is affected by land degradation. 

• Black soil degradation - According to FAO’s ‘Global Status of Black Soils’ report black soils are quickly 

losing their soil organic carbon (SOC) stocks. They have lost 20 to 50% of their original SOC stock, with 

the carbon being released into the atmosphere mostly as carbon dioxide, exacerbating global warming. 

• Driving factors - The main drivers contributing to soil degradation are industrial activities, mining, waste 

treatment, agriculture, fossil fuel extraction, and processing and transport emissions. Further, excessive use 

of fertilizers and pesticides, and irrigation with contaminated wastewater are also polluting soils. 

❖ Significance of soil management 

• Healthy soils are essential for our survival. The UN says there are more living organisms in a tablespoon of 

soil than the people on Earth. A world in itself, soil holds minerals, organic components, and organisms and 

needs to be protected from degradation to ensure nutrient-rich plant life on Earth.  

Issue in brief – World Soil Day was observed by United Nations on December 5 in a bid to raise 

awareness about the challenges posed by soil management.  

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/poor-soil-management-will-erode-food-

security/article66223398.ece           

Where in Syllabus: 

GS 3: Conservation; environmental pollution and degradation 

GS 3: Issue of food security 
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• Climate regulation - Soils help to regulate 

the planet’s climate by storing carbon and 

are the second largest carbon sink after the 

oceans. They help maintain a landscape 

that is more resilient to the impacts of 

droughts and floods.  

• Increased food production - Through 

proper soil management, healthy 

ecosystems that flourish are capable of 

producing up to 58 percent more food. 

• Food security - Soil is the basis of food 

systems and 95 percent of the food comes 

from soils. As the increasing population 

burdens our agricultural systems, it is 

crucial to ensure soil replenishment after 

each harvest to ensure global food security. 

• Water security - Soil filters rainwater, 

recharges groundwater through water percolation, regulates the discharge of excess rainwater, preventing 

flooding. 

• Plant growth - Sustainable management of soil resources become crucial since of the 18 naturally occurring 

chemicals essential for plants, 15 are provided by soils. Soil support healthy plant growth to enhance our 

nutrition. 

❖  Consequences of soil degradation  

• Soil degradation can have irreparable consequences on human and ecosystem health. It threatens agricultural 

productivity, in-situ biodiversity conservation, water quality and the socio-economic well-being of land 

dependent communities. 

• Impact on food security - The loss of a few inches of topsoil has the potential to lower crop yields by 50 

percent which undermines nutrition and food security globally. 

• Hidden hunger - More than 75% of the world’s population lack one or more of the essential mineral elements, 

which leads to the inherent malnutrition of micronutrients, also known as the hidden hunger. 

• Impact on SDGs - Soil erosion and land degradation pose a major threat to the achievement of the Sustainable 

Development Goals, compromising the well-being of at least 3.2 billion people around the world. 

❖ Conservation initiatives     

• The Government of India is implementing a five-pronged strategy for soil conservation. This includes making 

soil chemical-free, saving soil biodiversity, enhancing SOM, maintaining soil moisture, mitigating soil degradation 

and preventing soil erosion. 

• Soil Health Card scheme - The scheme was launched in 2015 to assess the current status of soil health, and 

when used over time, to determine changes in soil health. The Soil Health Card displays soil health indicators 

and associated descriptive terms, which guide farmers to make necessary soil amendments. 

• Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchayee Yojana - It aims to prevent soil erosion, regeneration of natural 

vegetation, rainwater harvesting and recharging of the groundwater table. 

• National Mission for Sustainable Agriculture – It promotes traditional indigenous practices such as organic 

farming and natural farming, thereby reducing dependency on chemicals and other agri-inputs. 

• International collaboration - The National Rainfed Area Authority and the Ministry of Agriculture and 

Farmers’ Welfare is collaborating with the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) to develop forecasting 
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tools using data analytics that will aid vulnerable farmers in making informed decisions on crop choices, 

particularly in rainfed areas.  

❖ Way Forward  

• Effective communication - There is a need to strengthen communication channels between academia, 

policymakers and society for the identification, management and restoration of degraded soils, as well as in 

the adoption of anticipatory measures. These will facilitate the dissemination of timely and evidence-based 

information to all relevant stakeholders.  

• Effective collaborations - Greater cooperation and partnerships are central to ensure the availability of 

knowledge, sharing of successful practices, and universal access to clean and sustainable technologies, leaving 

no one behind.  

• Citizen participation - As consumers and citizens, we can contribute by planting trees to protect topsoil, 

developing and maintaining home/kitchen gardens, and consuming foods that are mainly locally sourced and 

seasonal. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Practice Questions 

Prelims: 

Q. The report titled “Global Status of Black Soils” was released by which of the following 

organisation? 

a) United Nations Environment Programme 

b) Indian Space Research Organisation 

c) Food and Agriculture Organization  

d) International Soil Conservation Organization  

 

Answer: c) 
 

Mains: (Level-Moderate) 

Q. Sustainable soil management practices are critical not only to prevent degradation but also to 
ensure food security. Explain. What are the different measures taken by government for soil 
conservation in India?                                                                                             [15 marks, 250 words] 

 
                                                                                                                 

 

Basic terms/related concepts and facts: 

• Black soil - These soils are characterised by a thick, dark-coloured soil horizon rich in organic matter. 

• Black soils are extremely fertile and can produce high agricultural yields due to their elevated 

moisture storage capacity.  

• They constitute 5.6 percent of global soils and contain 8.2 percent of the world’s soil organic carbon 

(SOC) stocks, which is equivalent to around 56 billion tonnes of carbon.  

• With their inherent fertility, they are the food basket for many countries and are considered 

essential to the global food supply. 
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TOPIC: Wildlife Protection Amendment Bill 2022 

 

 

 

 

 

 

❖ Why in news?  
• The Wildlife (Protection) Amendment 

Bill, 2022, which seeks to strengthen the 

protection of endangered species and 

enhance punishment for illegal wildlife 

trade, was passed in the Rajya Sabha by a 

voice vote on Thursday. The Bill was 

cleared by the Lok Sabha on August 2 

during the monsoon session.  

• India is a signatory to the Convention on 

International Trade in Endangered 

Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) 

that required certain legislative actions. 

• The Bill seeks to conserve and protect 

wildlife through better management of 

protected areas and rationalize schedules, which list out species under the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 

1972. 

 

❖ What does the Wildlife Protection Act, 1972 provide for? 

• The act provides for the protection of 

wild animals, birds and plants with a view 

to ensuring the ecological and 

environmental security of the country.  

• It empowers the State to declare 

protected areas, under four categories- 

National Parks, Wildlife Sanctuaries, 

Community Reserves and Conservation 

Reserves.  

• The act has created 6 schedules for 

specially protected plants (one), 

specially protected animals (four), and 

vermin species (one), which gave 

varying degrees of protection to classes 

of flora and fauna. 

Issue in brief – The Wildlife Protection Act, 1972 has been amended to give effect to CITES 

agreement. 
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/parliament-winter-session-rajya-sabha-clears-wild-life-

protection-amendment-bill-8314473/ 

Where in Syllabus: 

GS 3: Conservation. 

Constitutional 
Provisions for 

Wildlife Protection

Article 48 A: 
protection and 

improvement of 
environment and 

safeguarding of forests 
and wildlife

Article 51 A (g): 
fundamental duty of 

every citizen to protect 
and improve the natural 
environment including 

forests and wildlife.

Concurrent List 
(Schedule VII): 

Forests and 
Protection of Wild 
Animals and Birds
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❖ What are the major amendments proposed in the new bill? 
 

• Schedules Restructuring: The bill reduces the number of Schedules from six to four. It removes schedule 

for vermin species and adds one for CITES protected species. The following table depicts the revised 

Schedules –   

 

Schedule I Animal species that will enjoy the highest level of protection 

Schedule II  
Animal species that will be subject to a lesser degree of 
protection 

Schedule III  Protected Plant species 

Schedule IV 
Specimens listed in the Appendices under CITES (scheduled 
specimens) 

 

• CITES compliance: The Bill seeks to implement provisions of CITES in which it requires countries to 

regulate the trade of all listed specimens through permits. It also seeks to regulate the possession of live 

animal specimens. 

• Institutional Framework: The bill provides for the Central Government to designate Management 

Authority to grant export/import permits for trade and Scientific Authority to advise on aspects related 

to impact on survival of specimens being traded. 

• Invasive Alien Species: The bill empowers central government to regulate or prohibit import, trade, 

possession or proliferation of these species. The central government may authorize an officer to seize 

and dispose of the invasive species. 

• Exception for ‘live elephant’: The Bill allows for Commercial Trade in Live Elephants. The Bill, therefore, 

allows for commercial trade in elephants. 

• Control of Sanctuaries: It entrusts Chief Wildlife Warden (CWW) to control, manage and maintain all 

sanctuaries in a state. The Chief Wildlife Warden is appointed by the state government. The Bill specifies 

that actions of the Chief Warden must be in accordance with the management plans for the sanctuary 

• Conservation Reserves: It empowers the centre along with state governments to declare areas adjacent 

to national parks and sanctuaries as a conservation reserve. 

• Scheduled Areas: For sanctuaries falling under Scheduled Areas (where FRA 2006 is applicable and 

comes under the 5th Schedule), the management plan must be prepared after due consultation with the 

Gram Sabha concerned 

• Increases the Penalties: For General violation, increases to Rs 1,00,000 from Rs25,000 and for specially 

protected animals, increases to 25,000 from Rs 10,000. 

• Surrender of captive animals: The amended act provides for any person to voluntarily surrender any 

captive animals or animal products to Chief Wildlife Warden. 

 

❖ What are the issues associated with the bill? 

• The exemption given to ‘live elephant’ for commercial trade is problematic. Parliamentary Standing 

Committee headed by Jairam Ramesh objected to the blanket exemption, recommending to limit it only 

to temple elephants kept for religious purposes 

• Centre’s hold over ‘vermin’ declaration continues: Last year, Kerala’s requests for declaring wild boars as 

vermin have been turned down repeatedly by the Environment ministry. 
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• The bill severely curtailed the ability to graze across pastoral spaces in the conservation areas since the 

compartments wherein grazing were granted as concessions soon fell within the categories of protected 

areas. Impact on tribal communities: The Van Gujjars are a semi-nomadic pastoral community 

(Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh and Himachal Pradesh) that may be impacted. 

• ‘Local’ communities are used for the clause that allows linear projects for development such as drinking 

water within protected areas. This clause can be misused since many claims can be made in the name of 

locals while alienating forest dwellers and their claims to coexistence. 

• Some important issues regarding Human-Wildlife conflict, Eco-sensitive zone rule, etc., has not been 

addressed. 

• According to the report provided by the Parliamentary Standing Committee, species listed in all three 

schedules of the Bill are incomplete. 

• The scientists, botanists, biologists are short in number and needed greater inclusion of them to 

accelerate the process of listing all existing species of wildlife. 

 

 

❖ What is the way forward?  

• There is an imminent need to expand the definition of invasive alien species to include invasive native 

species. Additionally, an expert advisory committee must be constituted to assist the Central government 

in the identifying and prioritization of invasive alien species such that targeted strategies can be 

developed for managing them.   

• It is imperative that the amendments do not disrupt the role of the State Board for Wildlife that acts as 

a check and balance in favor of Standing Committees that are ad hoc in nature. Decision making by such 

authorities can alienate the claims of forest dwellers and their perceptions of wildlife. 

• Strict enforcement of law is necessary for the conservation of the wildlife. 

• Businesses and corporations involved in real estate must adhere to the law rigorously to balance out their 

financial and muscle strength. For instance, Nicobar jungles are being completely ruined and removed 

for the benefit of some corporations.  

• Only having regulations and technological understanding are not sufficient, local communities must also 

realize the value of their engagement. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Basic terms/related concepts and facts: 

• CITES: CITES, also known as Washington Convention, is an international agreement between 

governments to ensure that international trade in specimens of wild animals and plants does not 

threaten the survival of the species. Under CITES, plant and animal specimens are classified into three 

categories based on the threat to their extinction.  

• Invasive Alien Species: Invasive alien species are plants, animals, pathogens and other organisms 

that are non-native to an ecosystem, and which may cause economic or environmental harm or 

adversely affect human health. In particular, they impact adversely upon biodiversity, including 

decline or elimination of native species - through competition, predation, or transmission of 

pathogens - and the disruption of local ecosystems and ecosystem functions. 

• Conservation Reserves: Conservation reserves and community reserves in India are terms denoting 

protected areas of India which typically act as buffer zones to or connectors and migration corridors 

between established national parks, wildlife sanctuaries and reserved and protected forests of India. 
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Practice questions 
Prelims: 

Q. Which of the following statements regarding Wildlife Protection Act is/are correct? 

1. The act helped India in implementing the Washington Convention. 

2. It aims to protect the species by placing them under 4 Schedules as per the amended act. 

3. The act empowers the Central government to declare protected areas. 

 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

a) 1 and 2 only  

b) 2 and 3 only 

c) 1 and 3 only 

d) All of the above 

Answer: a) 

 

Mains: (Level-Moderate) 

Q. Evaluate how does the amended Wildlife Protection Act offers greater protection to the wildlife.  

      (10 marks, 150 words) 
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TOPIC: United Nations Biodiversity Conference (COP15) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

❖ Why in news?  

• The United Nations Biodiversity Conference 

(COP15) ended in Montreal, Canada, on 19 

December 2022 with a landmark agreement to 

guide global action on nature through to 2030.  

• Chaired by China and hosted by Canada, COP 

15 resulted in the adoption of the Kunming-

Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework 

(GBF) on the last day of negotiations. 

• The GBF is being compared to the 2015 

Paris Agreement on climate change that is 

guiding global climate action. 

❖ Key outcomes of COP-15  

• The summit culminated with a global deal to protect the ecosystems that prop up half the world economy, 

and prevent the further loss of already ravaged plant and animal populations. 

• “30-by-30” vision - Delegates committed to protecting 30% of land and 30% of coastal and marine areas 

by 2030, fulfilling the deal’s highest-profile goal, known as 30-by-30. 

✓ The deal also aspires to restore 30% of degraded lands and waters throughout the decade, up from 

an earlier aim of 20%. 

✓ The world will strive to prevent destroying intact landscapes and areas with a lot of species, 

bringing those losses “close to zero by 2030”. 

• Financing - Signatories aim to ensure $200 billion per year is channelled to conservation initiatives, from 

public and private sources. Wealthier countries should contribute at least $20 billion of this every year 

by 2025, and at least $30 billion a year by 2030. 

• Obligation of big companies - The parties agreed to large companies and financial institutions being 

subject to “requirements” to make disclosures regarding their operations, supply chains and portfolios. 

Companies should analyse and report how their operations affect and are affected by biodiversity issues. 

• Eliminating harmful subsidies - Countries committed to identify subsidies that deplete biodiversity by 

2025, and then eliminate, phase out or reform them. They agreed to slash those incentives by at least 

$500 billion a year by 2030, and increase incentives that are positive for conservation. 

• Reducing pesticides and pollution - The agreement focuses on the risks associated with pesticides and 

highly hazardous chemicals, pledging to reduce those threats by “at least half”. It also focuses on reducing 

the negative impacts of pollution to levels that are not considered harmful to nature 

Issue in brief – A major international environmental conference has just concluded in Montreal, Canada, 

promising to take urgent action to protect and restore the world’s biodiversity.  

https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/energy-and-environment/historic-biodiversity-agreement-

reached-at-un-conference/article66281443.ece         

    

Where in Syllabus: 

GS 3: Conservation; environmental pollution and degradation 
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• Monitoring and reporting progress - All the agreed aims will be supported by processes to monitor 

progress in the future. National action plans will be set and reviewed, following a similar format used for 

greenhouse gas emissions under U.N.-led efforts to curb climate change. 

❖ Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework  

• Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework sets out four goals for 2050, and 23 targets for 2030, 

to save existing biodiversity and ensure that 30% of degraded terrestrial, inland water, coastal and 

marine ecosystems come under effective restoration. 

• Goals - The GBF consists of four overarching global goals to protect nature, including:  

1. Halting human-induced extinction of threatened species and reducing the rate of extinction of all 

species tenfold by 2050;  

2. Sustainable use and management of biodiversity to ensure that nature’s contributions to people are 

valued, maintained and enhanced;  

3. Fair sharing of the benefits from the utilization of genetic resources, and digital sequence information 

on genetic resources;  

4. Adequate means of implementing the GBF be accessible to all Parties, particularly Least Developed 

Countries and Small Island Developing States. 

• New biodiversity fund - Delegates have agreed to establish within the GBF a multilateral fund for the 

equitable sharing of benefits between providers and users of digital sequence information on genetic 

resources (DSI), to be finalised at COP16 in Türkiye in 2024.  

• Rights of indigenous communities - The GBF emphasises respect for the rights of indigenous 

communities that traditionally protect forests and biodiversity, and their involvement in conservation 

efforts. It advocates similar roles for women and local communities. 

• National action plans - Member nations need to submit a revised and updated national biodiversity 

strategy and action plan in the conference to be held in 2024. Further, the parties to the CBD should 

submit national reports in 2026 and 2029 to help prepare global reviews. High level discussions on the 

progress reviews should be held in 2024 and 2026. 

❖  India at COP-15     

• India underlined that the goals and targets set in the GBF should not only be ambitious, but also realistic 

and practical. The GBF must be framed considering science and equity and the sovereign right of 

countries over their resources. 

• Support to developing nations - The country said that the developing nations bear most of the burden 

of implementing the targets for conservation and therefore, require adequate funds and technology 

transfer for this purpose. 

• New biodiversity fund - There is an urgent need to create a new and dedicated fund to help developing 

countries successfully implement a post-2020 global framework to halt and reverse biodiversity loss. 

• Inclusion of CBDR principle - The conservation of biodiversity must be based on 'Common but 

Differentiated Responsibilities and Respective Capabilities' (CBDR) as climate change also has an impact 

on biodiversity. 

• Agriculture-related subsidy - India does not agree on reducing the agriculture-related subsidy and 

redirecting the savings for biodiversity conservation, as there are many other national priorities. 

❖ Conclusion  

• Healthy, biodiverse ecosystems sustain life on Earth. Despite the value nature provides, it is deteriorating 

worldwide – a decline projected to worsen under business-as-usual scenarios.  
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• The landmark agreement lays out an ambitious plan that implements broad-based action across sectors 

addressing the key drivers of nature loss and ensure that by 2050, the shared vision of living in harmony 

with nature is fulfilled. 

• The GBF is aligned with UN Sustainable Development Goals, three of which directly deal with the 

environment and thus with biodiversity: Goal 13 on climate action, Goal 14 on life below water and Goal 

15 on life on land. 

• However, the agreement fails to advance beyond the targets of 10 years ago in terms of addressing 

drivers of biodiversity loss in productive sectors like agriculture, fisheries, and infrastructure and thus 

still risks being fully transformational. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Practice Questions 

Prelims: 

Q. The Kunming-Montreal Framework, adopted recently, is related to: 

a) Climate chage mitigation 

b) Preservation of global biodiversity 

c) Combating land degradation 

d) Conservation of migratory bird species  

 

Answer: b) 
 

Mains: (Level-Moderate) 

Q. Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework is a landmark agreement to guide global 
actions on biodiversity. Discuss.     

  [10 marks, 150 words] 
 
                                                                                                                 

 

Basic terms/related concepts and facts: 

• Convention on Biological Diversity - CBD is the outcome of the 1992 Rio Earth Summit which came 

into force in 1993. 

• Signatories to the Convention on Biological Diversity, a 1993 agreement, meet every two years to 

work on a global plan to halt biodiversity loss and restore natural ecosystems. 

• The CBD is not just about the conservation and restoration of ecosystems. It is also about 

sustainable use of natural resources, and equitable sharing of benefits from the use of these 

resources. 

• The CBD has given rise to two supplementary agreements — the Cartagena Protocol of 2003 and 

the Nagoya Protocol of 2014. 
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TOPIC: Terror Financing 

 

 

 

 
 

❖ More on news 

• The conference was organized by the National 

Investigation Agency (NIA) and Ministry of 

Home Affairs 

• During the two days of the conference, the 

delegates discussed emerging trends in terror 

financing, misuse of new emerging financial 

technologies and international cooperation in 

the field of terror financing to effectively 

achieve our objective of ‘No Money for Terror’. 

• The strategy of “Trace, Target, and 

Terminate” to be adopted from low-level economic offenses to more organized economic crimes 

• The idea behind the NMFT ministerial conference is to share expertise and good practice in combating 

terror financing that can be implemented internationally. 

 

❖ Terrorist Financing 

• The FATF defines terrorist financing as the “financing of terrorist acts, and of terrorists and terrorist 

organizations”. The financing can also take place indirectly by storing value in different types of non-

financial tangible or intangible assets. 

• The terrorist financing model can be understood in following four steps:  

• Of all the ways to finance terror, most prominent is using organized crime. Trafficking, Weapons sale, 

Drugs and psychotropic sale, Intellectual property crime, Antique thefts are few such examples. 

• The global flow of funds for nefarious purposes has three traditional channels: 

➢ Direct smuggling of cash through international borders 

➢ Use of Hawala networks 

➢ Banking networks including SWIFT and other international channels. 

Issue in brief – India recently hosted the 3rd Ministerial Conference on Countering Financing of 

Terrorism themed ‘No Money for Terror (NMFT)’ in New Delhi. 

https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1877292 

 

Where in Syllabus: 

GS 3:  Linkages of Organized Crime with Terrorism.   

 

Collecting

• Goal: Collect funds

• ways: 

• Donations/Direct 
support

• Proceeds of crime

• State sponsored 
funds

Storing

• Goal: Store funds

• Ways:

• Bank/Financial 
accounts

• Wire transfers

• Art/Antiquities

• Cryptocurrencies

Moving

• Goal: Move Funds

• Ways:

• Intra account 
transfers

• Hawala

• Cryptocurrencies

• Bulk cash couriers

Using

• Goal: Use funds

• Ways:

• Equipment and 
supplies

• Media & 
messaging

• Transportation & 
Housing

• Weapons & 
Material
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• According to an estimate by the IMF and the World Bank, criminals around the world launder around 

2 to 4 trillion dollars every year and a major part of it goes to fuel terrorism 

❖ Challenges in dealing with terror financing 

• Transformation of terrorism: From “Dynamite to Metaverse” and “AK-47 to Virtual Assets” is definitely 

a matter of concern for the countries of the world 

• Evolving Nature: The forms and manifestations of terrorism are continuously evolving due to 

technological revolution and today, terrorists understand the nuances of modern weapons & information 

technology and the dynamics of the cyber & financial space very well 

• State sponsorship: Some countries protect and shelter terrorists, protecting a terrorist is equivalent to 

promoting terrorism. 

• Linkage with organized crime: The connection between the two exists as an association, union, 

cooperation, symbiosis, convergence and metamorphosis leading to Black hole syndrome.  

• Investigation and Prosecution: The nature of terror involving abuse of new technologies along with the 

cross-border nature of money flow make investigation and prosecution highly difficult.  

• International political will: There are states which sponsor terrorism and there are states which 

provide safe heavens, financial support, weapons support which endanger the fight against terror. 

❖ Efforts to tackle the menace of Terror Financing  

• India’s strategy against financing of terrorism is based on 6 pillars: 

➢ Strengthening the legislature and technological framework 

➢ Creation of a comprehensive monitoring framework 

➢ Actionable intelligence sharing mechanism 

➢ Provision for confiscation of property 

➢ Prevent misuse of legal entities and new technologies 

➢ Establishing international cooperation and coordination 

• National Investigation Agency (NIA): It is the primary counter terrorist task force of India. It is 

empowered to deal with investigation of terror related crimes across states. 

• Unlawful Activities Prevention Act: It is aimed at prevention of unlawful activities with objective to 

make power available for dealing with activities directed against the integrity and sovereignty of India. 

• National Intelligence Grid (NATGRID): It is the integrated intelligence master database structure for 

counter terrorism purpose connecting databases of various core security agencies 

• India is signatory to following conventions 

➢ Convention on Narcotics drugs 

➢ UN convention on Psychotropic substances 

➢ UN convention against illicit trafficking of Narcotic drugs, Psychotropic substances. 

• The UNSCR resolution 1267 and UNSCR resolution 1373 formed the bedrock of the financial 

sanctions’ regime for terrorist organizations and individuals. 

❖ Way Forward  

• Trace, Target and Terminate Strategy: to be adopted from low level economic offences to more 

organised economic crimes. 

• Beyond Border cooperation: To stop borderless finance movement that supports terrorism we have to 

accept the approach of beyond Border cooperation. 

• One Mind, One Approach: Commitment to combat terrorism by sharing intelligence , capacity building, 

prevent misuse of technology, cooperation in investigative and judicial process. 
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• Cutting off Source: Preventing diversion from legal financial instruments by fighting anonymity in 

financial networks and restricting the use of proceeds of other crimes 

• Next Gen Technology: Using new technology to prevent as well as preventing use of new technology 

such as virtual assets like crypto currencies, wallets for terror activities. 

• Countering Radicalisation: Efforts must be taken to eliminate radicalisation of youth and provide for 

the opportunities to build national integrity. 

• Capacity Building: Continuous capacity building of counter terror and financial intelligence of all 

countries and ensuring cross border cooperative capacity building. 

• Comprehensive Monitoring framework: Involving cooperation, coordination and collaboration among 

all intelligence and investigative agencies.  

❖ Conclusion  

• India having witnessed the havoc of terror has articulated its zero-tolerance approach towards 

terrorism and called for “United global effort against all those who support terror or help generate 

finances for terror”. India is in the right path to lead a concerted effort to face terrorism head on. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Practice Questions 
Prelims: 

Q. Which among the following describes the ‘Black Hole Syndrome’? 

a) Symbiotic relationship between organized crime and terrorism 

b) Points in space that are so dense they create deep gravity sinks 

c) A deadly disease 

d) An area in the Central Asian Region where habitation is not possible 

Answer: a) 

 

Mains: (Level- Moderate) 

Q. Briefly explain ‘Terror Financing’. Discuss the state of readiness of India in tackling the issue of 
Terror Finance.                                                                                                                (10marks, 150 Words) 
 
 
DIY: 
https://indianexpress.com/article/upsc-current-affairs/upsc-essentials/upsc-essentials-issue-
at-a-glance-terror-funding-8289745/ 
 

 

Basic terms/related concepts and facts: 

• Black hole syndrome: The convergence of organized crime and terrorism where one funds the other 

and sustains it acting in symbiosis.  

• Radicalization: When a decision is made that fear, terror and violence are justified to achieve 

ideological, political or social change, radicalization to extreme violence occurs 

• Terrorism: Acts committed with the objective of seriously intimidating a population, destabilizing a 

country or international organization or making a government abstain from performing actions. 

 

62

http://www.dashovidya.in/


                         DashoVidya IAS–Syllabus Affairs  

                                                                               Security (December, 2022)                

www.dashovidya.in, Email: dashovidya.upsc@gmail.com, Telegram: DashoVidyaIAS, Contact: 8595852855                      1 

TOPIC: National Cyber Security Strategy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

❖ Why in news?  

• The government recently said in the Lok 

Sabha that the National Security Council 

Secretariat (NSCS) has formulated a draft 

National Cyber Security Strategy, which 

holistically looks at addressing the issue of 

security of national cyberspace.  

• The strategy has been prepared in the wake 

of recent cyber attacks in India. However, the 

timeline for its implementation and other 

details were not mentioned. 

❖ Status of cyber crimes in India  

• According to the government, a total of 12,67,564 cyber security incidents were reported till November 

this year. In 2021, India recorded 14,02,809 such events compared to 11,58,208 in 2020 and 3,94,499 in 

2019. 

• Over two lakh 98 thousand cyber security incidents related to government organizations have been 

reported by the Computer Emergency Response Team during the period of 2016-2021. 

• One in four Indian organisations suffered a ransomware attack in 2021 which is higher than the global 

average of 21%. 

• In States - As per American cybersecurity firm Palo Alto Networks’ 2021 report, Maharashtra was the 

most targeted state in India, facing 42% of all ransomware attacks. 

• Recent cyber attacks - There has been a steep rise in the use of resources like malware by a Chinese 

group called Red Echo to target “a large swathe” of India’s power sector. The Chinese hacker group known 

as Stone Panda had identified gaps and vulnerabilities in the IT infrastructure and supply chain software 

of Bharat Biotech and the Serum Institute of India. 

❖ Need of a cyber security strategy  

• In this era of technology, our dependence on cyberspace is going to increase multifold. Both data and 

information are going to become a huge economic force in the coming days, so we have to prepare 

ourselves for the security of data and information. 

Issue in brief – A draft National Cyber Security Strategy has been formulated for India which awaits 

timeline for its implementation.  

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/national-security-council-secretariat-formulated-draft-

national-cyber-security-strategy-centre/article66262515.ece           

 

Where in Syllabus: 

GS 3: Challenges to internal security through communication networks; Basics of cyber security   
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• National security - Cyber security is also linked with national security in a way. Some nations have even 

created cyber-armies. India needs to become fully alert to deal with these threats and also upgrading 

itself to prevent such threats. 

• Increased digitalization - At present, 800 million Indians have an online presence in India and by 2025 

another 400 million Indians will enter the digital world. There has been a 231 percent increase in internet 

connections in the last 8 years. 

• Protection of Critical Sectors - Critical infrastructure is getting digitised in a very fast way which 

includes financial services, banks, power, manufacturing, nuclear power plants etc. 

• Data privacy - Photos, videos and other personal information shared by an individual on social 

networking sites can be inappropriately used by others, leading to serious and even life-threatening 

incidents. 

• Protection of business information - A cyber attack may lead to loss of competitive information (such 

as patents or original work), and loss of employees/customers’ private data resulting in complete loss of 

public trust in the integrity of the organisation. 

❖ Government’s initiatives     

• The government is committed to ensure that the Internet in India is open, safe, trusted and accountable 

for all users. It has taken a number of measures to mitigate citizens’ vulnerability to cyber attacks. 

• CERT-In - The Indian Computer Emergency Response Team (CERT-In) issues alerts and advisories 

regarding latest cyber threats/vulnerabilities and countermeasures to protect computers and networks 

on an ongoing basis. 

• Cyber Swachhta Kendra - These are ‘Botnet Cleaning and Malware Analysis Centre’ to detect malicious 

programmes and free tools to remove the same, and to provide cyber security tips and best practices for 

citizens and organisations. 

• Indian Cyber Crime Coordination Centre (I4C) - The Centre, under the Ministry of Home Affairs, has 

been designated as the nodal point in the fight against cybercrime. 

• Issuance of guidelines - The Ministry of Home Affairs has issued National Information Security Policy 

and Guidelines to the Central Ministries as well as State governments and UTs with the aim of preventing 

information security breaches and cyber intrusions in the ICT infrastructure. 

• Securing digital transactions - The RBI has issued various instructions in respect of security and risk-

mitigation measures related to electronic/digital transactions. 

• Citizen awareness - CERT-In and the Reserve Bank of India jointly carry out a cyber security awareness 

campaign on ‘Beware and be aware of financial frauds’ through the Digital India Platform. The Ministry 

of Electronics and Information Technology also carries out awareness programme.  

• International collaboration - India is a member of an ad-hoc committee established by United Nations 

General Assembly to elaborate a ‘Comprehensive International Convention on Countering the Use of 

Information and Communications Technologies for Criminal Purposes’. 

❖ Conclusion 

• Cyber fraud and other types of cyber attacks are one of the biggest global challenges today. Cyber safety 

should be an integral part of national security since it is not possible today to imagine India's 

development without cyber safety. 

• Multi-stakeholder approach is required to enhance the effectiveness of all key stakeholders in 

improving the cybersecurity posture by recognizing the various roles and responsibilities of different 

stakeholders. 
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Practice Questions 

Prelims: 

Q.  ‘ShadowPad’, sometimes seen in news, is related to which of the following ?  

a) Exoplanets 

b) Cryptocurrency 

c) Cyber attacks 

d) Mini satellites 

 

Answer: c) 
 

Mains: (Level-Moderate) 

Q. Building a cyber safe India is crucial to take India forward in digital revolution. Discuss. Briefly 
explain the cyber security architecture present in India to deal with the cyber attacks. 

  [15 marks, 250 words] 
 
                                                                                                                 

 

Basic terms/related concepts and facts: 

• National Security Council - The National Security Council (NSC) of India is an executive government 

agency tasked with advising the Prime Minister’s Office on matters of national security and strategic 

interest. 

• It is the apex body of the three-tiered structure of the national security management system in 

India: Strategic Policy Group, the National Security Advisory Board and a secretariat from the Joint 

Intelligence Committee. 

• Besides the National Security Advisor (NSA), the Deputy National Security Advisors, the Ministers 

of Defence, External Affairs, Home, Finance of the Government of India, and the Vice Chairman of 

the NITI Aayog are members of the National Security Council. 
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TOPIC: Breakthrough in Nuclear Fusion Energy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

❖ Why in news?  

• US researchers recently announced a 

historic nuclear fusion breakthrough, 

hailing a "landmark achievement" in the 

quest for a source of unlimited, clean 

power and an end to reliance on fossil fuels.  

• The National Ignition Facility (NIF) at 

the Lawrence Livermore National 

Laboratory had reached a milestone: the 

achievement of “ignition” in nuclear 

fusion earlier in the month. 

❖ How was the breakthrough achieved?  

• Researchers at the National Ignition Facility (NIF) attained net energy gain by shooting lasers at hydrogen 

atoms. NIF uses powerful lasers to heat and compress hydrogen nuclei. 

• Net energy gain - The lasers delivered 2.05 megajoules of energy and created 3.15 megajoules of fusion 

energy, a gain of about 1.5 times.  

• Process used - In NIF’s setup, 192 high-power lasers fire pulses at a 2-mm-wide capsule inside a 1-cm-

long cylinder called a hohlraum, in less than 10 billionths of a second. The capsule holds deuterium and 

tritium atoms. As the pulses strike the hohlraum’s insides, the latter heats up and releases X-rays, which 

heat the nuclei to millions of degrees centigrade and compress them to billions of Earth-atmospheres. 

The high density and temperature caused the atoms to merge into helium. 

• Inertial confinement - The technique is called inertial confinement because the nuclei’s inertia creates 

a short window between implosion and explosion in which the strong nuclear force dominates, fusing 

the nuclei.  

❖ Significance of the nuclear fusion   

• Clean source of energy – It would offer a clean, abundant and safe source of energy that could eventually 

allow humanity to break its dependence on the fossil fuels driving a global climate crisis. 

• Large amounts of energy - Nuclear fusion offers the possibility of “basically unlimited” fuel if the 

technology can be made commercially viable. Nuclear fusion produces substantially more energy than 

the nuclear fission. For example, the nuclear fusion of two nuclei of a heavier hydrogen isotope will 

produce four times as much energy as the fission of a uranium atom. 

Issue in brief – Scientists in California have made a breakthrough in nuclear fusion technology, 

producing more energy than consumed in a reaction for the first time. 

https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/science/understanding-the-fusion-energy-breakthrough-

announced-by-the-us/article66264381.ece  

           

Where in Syllabus: 

GS 3: Developments and their applications and effects in everyday life 
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• No hazardous waste - It's also a 

process that doesn't produce the 

radioactive waste of nuclear fission. 

The waste produced by nuclear fusion 

is less radioactive and decays much 

more quickly.  

• Abundant availability of raw 

material - Most fusion experiments 

use hydrogen, which can be extracted 

cheaply from seawater and lithium, 

meaning fuel supplies could last for 

millions of years. 

• Achieving net zero emissions - 

Widescale use of nuclear fusion could 

help countries meet their targets to 

produce net zero emissions by 2050.  

• Tackling climate change - Nuclear fusion doesn't need fossil fuels like oil or gas. It also doesn't generate 

greenhouse gases, which trap the Sun's heat and are responsible for climate change. 

❖ Associated challenges  

• Obtaining net energy gain - The major physics challenge is to produce more energy than is used by the 

facility as a whole. Fusion reactions happen only at very high temperatures, 10 times the temperature 

that exists at the core of the Sun, and creating such an extreme environment in a laboratory requires huge 

amounts of energy. 

• Commercial generation - Generating electrical power from fusion commercially or at an industrial scale 

is likely unattainable in any realistic sense. 

• High costs involved - Incredibly high costs are involved in the construction of nuclear fusion reactors. 

The International Thermonuclear Experimental Reactor (ITER) is currently being built in Cadarache, 

France, at an estimated cost of somewhere between $25 billion to as high as $65 billion. 

• Nuclear weapons modernisation - The technology can be used to develop fusion-based nuclear 

weapons that would be far more powerful and devastating than the current nuclear weapons. Nuclear 

fusion experiments will further the risk posed by the nuclear arsenal of the US, and, indirectly, the 

arsenals of the eight other countries known to possess nuclear weapons. 

• Climate challenge - Given the relatively short timeline to stop irreversible damage from climate change, 

spending billions of dollars to develop fusion power only amounts to diverting money and resources 

away from proven and safer renewable energy sources and associated technologies. 

❖ Conclusion  

• The experiments on NIF demonstrate the scientific process of ignition and how this leads to high fusion 

energy gain, but to turn this into a power station we need to develop simpler methods to reach these 

conditions, which will need to be more efficient and above all cheaper in order for inertial fusion to be 

realised as a fusion power source. 

• The technology still has a long way to go before becoming a viable energy alternative, as fusion reactions 

currently being tested barely last a few minutes, due to the difficulty in maintaining the conditions 

required for the reactions to happen. 
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Practice Questions 

Prelims: 

Q. Consider the following statements about the International Thermonuclear Experimental 

Reactor (ITER): 

1. ITER is a famous example of an experiment trying to achieve fusion using the technique of  

inertial confinement.  

2. It is an international collaboration, which is under construction at California in United 

States. 

3. As a member country, India is building several components of the ITER reactor. 

 

      Which of the statements given above is/are incorrect:  

a) 1 and 2 only  

b) 2 and 3 only  

c) 1 and 3 only 

d) All of the above  

 

Answer: a) 
 

Mains: (Level-Moderate) 

Q. The achievement of fusion ignition is a “major scientific breakthrough” that will lead to 
advancements in national defense and the future of clean power. Discuss.    

  [10 marks, 150 words] 
 
                                                                                                                 

 

Basic terms/related concepts and facts: 

• Nuclear fusion – The nuclear fusion refers to the merger of two light nuclei to form a single heavier 

nucleus. Because the total mass of that single nucleus is less than the mass of the two original nuclei, 

the leftover mass is energy that is released in the process according to the mass-energy equivalence 

(E = mc 2). 

➢ Nuclear fusion reactions power the sun and other stars. In the case of the sun, its intense heat and 

the pressure exerted by its gravity allow atoms that would otherwise repel each other to fuse. 
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